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EXECUVIVE SESSION 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1977 

U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESEMTATIYES, 
SELECT COFuMITTES ON ''•SS-ASSINATIOMS 
^ Washington, -D.C. 



The Coifunittee met, ^ pursuant to notice o'-. 10 a.ra. in 

R-cm 2220 Rayburn House Office Building, the Rcncrable Loois 

Stokes (Chairman of the Ccmmittee) , presiding. 

Present. Representatives Stokes (Presiconc). Fauntrc_^. , 

'■$ 

; -rke , rodd. Ford, Fithian, Edgar, Devine, Ar.lorson, 

, and.Thone. 

Also present. Richard A.. Sprague , Chief Counsel and 
Sr.a-ff Di.uector, Bob Tannenbaum, Bob Lehner, S-ovc Fallis, 

1 

‘'.11 Lev/is, Pat Orr, James Wolf, Rebecca Marti.n . Tom Hovrartl 



r. 



Burt Chadak, Bob Morrison, Frank Kelly, Polly Brown, Hank Spr, 



The Chairm.an. The raeetino- v;ill come to order. 



1 


We 


are rcill 


in executive 


S.,ff 

I 


are 


in the room. 




1 

1 


Mr * 


Lehner . 


That is 


t rue- 


i 

1 

1 


' TriO 


Chairman 


There 


are 


h : c:ht 

ii ■' 


tai: 


e up this 


morning. 


V7e 



-h'-.-.i 



h.iedule a bit, because :!r. Fithiian i: 



to 


ad j ast 


thQ 


. a 


m. ; rkup 


uituat' on 


ncj 


k ' lore 


t::e 




Couijnit L.eti . i told hin that v/e v.-ould try to' adjust to his 



schedule, whenever he Ccin 



aet over. 



jj One of ■_ne things that we liave to do is to orepare 

i I . 



we ha\'e never done anything really v;ith respect to the 
orderin of^ the hearings printed, of at least the 'open 
sessions that we have had., - 

I guess o-romthe beginning there has never been any 



.0.1-der to i_ne Court Reporters to prepare anything soWe 
are really behind in all of that. 

Steven, is that your area? 

Mr. Fallis. I will take cars of it, if yoti want. 
The Chairman. I tnink definitely v;e have to have 
our hearings printed. Then it is up to the Committee 



j| also to decide if anv of the rnal 



:s related to Executive 



Session hearinqs a: 



to be released pviblicly also. 



ring just since you became Chairman or prior to that 



time? 



The Chairman. I am really open for a discussion on 



tnat, Mr. Devins. I don;’ t know hov; much of ,v/hat i 



it is'., T 



try toi think bacl: of xdiat we did under o 



ur orevious 



Chairman, whether there x-;as anything much to be — 

mr. Devine. I think it was . preliminary discussioi 
..ive to aoopcion of rules X‘ 7 hich 'was finalized since vou 



/e been chairman. 
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The Chairrsian. Right. 

Mr. Devine. So, I am .not sure that any useful purpose 

* r.T" 

would be served in havina those orinted up because the 
final rules of v/hat we adopt are used for legislation of 
the legislative report. 

Do you. know, John? 

; . ’ L'.. 

Mr. /knderson. MO, I do Dt think it v;ould be useful. ' 

... . . . . 

It would be just’ additional' expenses to go ahead and ^ 

transcribe and print hearings that were inconsequential as 
to what they produce. So, I think I v/culd be acreeable to h 



i| iraplement ation of v;hat you say, since ydu started your t 



tenure-’ 



as Chairruan. That would be adeciuate. 



The Chainua.n. All right. Then are there .any ma'uters 



i Executive Session that v/e ought to release. i suopose that fv 

1 ^ - I . - V ■ 

I " . ^ 

: raatters in relation to Mr.. Sprague's expjlanations yesterdav — 

1 

i perhaps ought to be printed up, or we can have_..sorue dis- f- 

I ' 

cussio. '. as to v;hether this should be . : 

^ . 

i ' - 

{ Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, is it proper and po.ssible '• 



to have two records made, one from the public 



issions 



ij si.nce you have been Chairman, a.nd one from the Executive 

i! • 

I 

ij sessxons that would be held until we have a careful reviev/ 



or wrnos i 



?he Chairman. You mean to have it orinte 



G up, Sxecutiv 



Session printed up,. fo3 



IMr . Edaaj 



purposei 



Yes . 




Mr. Devine. 



X inicjht say, those have a ‘.■/ay of getti 



ng 



out . 



et-t: 



The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Devine. And. if they are printed up, of co.urse, 
the Government Printing Offioe has them. Do you kncv/ ho>; 

.many copies are run off? r' . 

Mr. Edgar. I do not know v/hat the Security provisions'^;' 
are . ; ^ . "V 

Mr. Devine. I v/ould iinagine we could' 'have them 
tra.nscribed by the Reporter and retained in the custody of 
the Chairm.an"until such time we feel that infor:5iation can I. 
be released publicly. ^ 

Mr Edgar. I think v/e should have at lexest, have it 
typed up and put together by the ■ recorder . 

The Chairman. Well, I would entertain a motion 

• I*. 

that we do that. ^ 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chaimaan, I would like to have the feb 
tiioughts of counsel on v/hether he feels that the information'-^ 

r ^ 

he gave in Executive Session is of such a nature that it 
should or should not be revealed publiciy";cittthis..tine. • i " 

K 

. I Mr Sprague. Mr. Devine, there are tvra tninas I 

' i . ^ 

would say. Each of the hearings in fact whether public 
or iri executive session have been transcribed and . U, 

are being transcribed, and v/e have the transcribed tasti- 



rony in our office. So 



’.xecutive 



that whic.h is from the 
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Sessions is keot u 



nder lock and key, the others ai 



lac: 



u/ 

K'' 

P-' 



and available. Both are available, so that everything is 

being transcribed when you talk about printing, I think 

you are talking about the taking of the transcribed notes anc^ 

arranging for the Printing- Of fi’be''to/pi:inf' them up . 

Mr. Devine. As part -of Cbinmittee - hearings and part 

■of the Comiuittee . report are two different things. The 

different hearings there is no conclusion but the M. 

C-ommittes report contains them. 

l-'r . Sprague. I do not see from the hearings the 

public hearings accept from the printing of rul^ w'hich v;e 

■;:ave gotten printed up and v/hich v;ill be distributed, what 

else iis to be printed from tha,t. 

The Executive Sessions, and I am happy for the notes 

from the hearing yesterday that v/e had, I am happy for 

that to be available to whomsoever this Committee wants to C." 

have that available to. I, o not think it is a matter -g ' 

r 

just for general dissemination, unless the Committee wants ? 

t ... . 

to just have .it published in the news media from here 

■ * 

to there. ■ ' 



purpoj 



:t seems to me this was available more for the Gomnittp‘> 
ses should questions then arise but I, have no ' 

ngs one v/ay or theother about it, . t.- 

Mr.Dev^ine. Mr. Chairman, I think from the standooint 



Hr. Sprague , that 



he .is entitled to be vindicates 
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at sorae time in the future on the charges having been made 
by our previous Chairman but I am afraid if those are printe 
up and made available to the public, that that is. x-mat xvill - 

t' 

hit the headlines , again it reopens the xvounds and I do not ; 

■ 

think that we. are prepared to meet that at this ■ particular 

S'. '...'i:-''.. 

time J . ■ 

I think after we are reconstituted, assirming that hap-^ 

■ . ■. ■■ ■■ . 

pens, why them that is adequate time for. the ansv/ers to' j; 
be given to the charges made -actually unless' you feel 
some useful purpose v/ould be served in trying to .do it 
to the confrontation vie are going to have v/ith the House •* 
one of these days under the Rules Committee. f 

The Chairman. Well, actually, I agree with you. I 
was concerned because i-hr. McKinney had v/arned u.s to have 
this done in Executive Session and a couple of other m.embers“ 
'^had too,, so tthat.^ they c could then be sent to the other- ’ 

r: 

f*-* 

m.emdoers or some of the other members and somieone even - t 

. f; 

mentxoned putting it into the Congressional Record. k 

L 

I think, putting it in the Congressional record even ' 
has the same, very sarnie situation about it in term.s of 
the news media gr^lbbing that and get'ting back off x-zhere X'/e 



now have 


them . 




Mr . 


Edgar. Mr 


. ■ Chairman . 


The 


Cha.irman . 


Mr. Edgar. 


y~ 


Edgar. If 


tb.-ay are trasncri’ 
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- 



p::z 



I assume they v/ill l^e in another 24 hours or so, couldn’t 
they be circulated to all the merrhiers of our Committee and 
then |it some point in the future some sections of them may 
be necessary to share with others in case there is a ' 
question . around reconstitution time, but as for now, we 
v/ould just keep them v/ithin the confines of this Committee. . 

I think they ought to be circulated to those meiPders 

v;ho v/ere not present,v:^ho have ’some questions , who may want to'." 

- \ r 

take a look at the data that v/as provided yesterday by 

Mr. Sprague. ■ ' • 

Mr. Sprague. My thought is that a copy of them shouldy 

” ' ‘ 'r 









r 



(:: • 
iU- 



;oe available to be with each member of this Committee for 
whatever purpose that member may then v/ant to use it 
because it was really so that if questions exist in your 
minds or if people are asking you questions, ■ at least 
^you have the information as I state it to be to respond and 
I am happy to have, for each of you, to have a copy of ' 
that for your Ovvn purposes . 

r 

. The Chairman. Does that satisfy everyone then. 

■Mr. Devine. That is fine v/ith me. 

• f 

The Chairm.an. Then, Mr. Sprague, in regard to the •• 

hearings so that we have a clear understanding on that, ,1, 

! 

ordinarily v;hen a committee goes to the floor with any type . 

V'" 

of report accompanying that report of course there are ^ 

the printed hearings tha„ have been conducted by that 
Committee, that is what / had in mind in terms of at 




Lt least my assumpta.on of the Chair^ that v/e vrould have ail ' 









i! 



o i! 



1 " 



id u 

excluj 

unles 



printed up as hearings of the Comrriittee , with the 

Sion of course of anything that is in Executive Sessiontt-- 



Is V7e thought there was something in the Executive 






Session that should be released at that time. 



; T ii 



I Apparently there is nothing that anyone can think of. 

Mr. Devine. 1, have not thought 'much about what v/e V- 
have done in Executi'O^e' Session, is there anything that anyond 
feels should be brought out? I:'. 

Mr. Edgar. Well, I think that whatever is sent to the 
House Floor- has to be on the issues of the two c^sassinationh- 

r'-*" 

problems and I think yesterday's record of the plead •■■ng of p» 
•"he 5th is an iraportant thing to- have availabl-s and at an 
appropriate time v;hen v/e send over a report to have the 
public record of that hdaring make some sense. I do not 
knov/ v/hat the choreography -of that is v;hen that takes place.tr 

There may be two or three other public hearings that we may p’ 

^ 

have next v/eek. I do not know v/hat the plans are, that [-■■/ 

may be included in that. Of course-, v/ith pleading the 5th 
you do not have many pages of testiraony but whatever v/e . i 
can share v/ith the House publicly to justify cur existence, '■ 

I thinks is important to gat beyond the March 30 deadline. r’''' 
The Chairman. Yes, I think that is very important. ■ fh 
right, v/e v/ill then see — because none of the m.embers 
have even had a chance t;:) correct any of the transcribed 



t;:) correct any of the 
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testiniony 



;ore it’ do 3 .s go to the printer, so that has 



“ j to be! dene Also. So, if you will proceed to ha\'’s that 

ii:-- 

’ done, I v.’culd appreciate it. ■ 

t V ^ 

^ Mr. Sprague., Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. !=^ 

5 r; . Edgar. Hr. Chairman , .do. we need any action 

5; o.n Mr. Preyer's proposed budget? - 

1 The Chairm.an. Yes. . ■ ■ r<,-- 

K- 

3 I talked to him regarding that this morning- He had r 

9 a markup in another Committee, also, said. he would be 
3 here as soon as he could get here but I had hoped that we 
1 would be able, to go. ahead' and take final' action on -chat. 

I .Mr. Ford. Do v/e have any preliminary work at this 

1 point, on -the budget? 

1 j The Chairman. No, Mr. Ford, I think it is a matter of 

5 his report in Executi.ve Session prior to any release of y;;' 



17 i Mr. Edgar. Here is a copy (handing) . 

i - ' 

13 Hr. Ford. I did not have a copy, 

' . i 

19 ' The Chairman. ■ It is still in Executive Session and 

20 not to be relee.sed publicly because v/e have not yet sat 

21 v/ith" Mr. Thompson. 

. i ; ' 

22 j I talked to Mr. Preyer this morning about sitting 

I - ■ 

23 I with him on it as v/e did with Mr. Dent in getting his 

24 concur.r.ence in it, and the procedure that v/e adopted v/as 

25 ; that v/e v/ill not relear-; anv information to the public - 





10 


here as s~ 




. 11 


would be . 




12 


I'lr . 




13... 


point, on ■■ 




(1 i 
■- ) 


The 




• 15 


his repor- 

€ 




16 1 


it in a p 




17 

1 


Mr. 




13 


Hr. 




, „ 1 

iy 


The 




20 


not to be 




21 

i 


v/ith" Mr. ' 




22 1 
1 

j 


I t. 


y 


23 


I '• 
ft . 




. 2^ 


concurren 




25 


that v/e v; 




until such tirPLC as v/e have had the consent of both chairir'ei 



i6 



from |the House Administration. 

■ 

I v/ant to lay before the Committee tv/o letters that 

f'-- 

we received from Mr. Kenneth Bruton, Jr. which I think. 
should he brought to the attention of the Committee along 

f 

vri th the ' reply that^r^as been 'prepared' by Mr - Sprague . 

May we have the Clerk read this correspondence. ' 

Ms. I'lartin. "The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman, ^ 

House Select Committee on Assassinations, U.S. House of 
Representatives, 'ilashington , D.C. Letter dated March '8. 

"Dear Mr. Chairman. * h.'; 

"I submit herev/ith my resignation from the Staff of 
the House Select Committee on A.ssassinations effect this 
date or at such tim^e hereafter las the members of the Select . 
Comm.ittee shall determine as fair and equitable. .1 resign 
as a matter of province and net out of the belief tlnat 

rr- 

the investigation should not be continued by some aporopriat^-v^, 

b'4 



body . 



The attention of the Select Committee is directed 









to thb fact that on or about January 11, 19 77, v/hile 
acting .in his capacity as Chief Counsel and Staff Director," r.f- 
Richard Ai. Sprague represented to the Staff during the 

r ‘ '■ 

course of the Staff meeting that, if certain Staff miembers 
v/ere to accept a 35 percent reduction in pay, that 
he, Sprague, vrould see that such staff members were 






reimbursed the full araouat: of the d 



ciecrease rn oav. 




1 



"In justi.Ij.abl-, reliance upon the representations o: 



your aqent 



i. tend to r.'uider professional services to the 



Houae Select Committee v/hich accepted such services. I 
j understand that there is an admissron of Mr. Soragus's 
I representation in . the record of the Committee proceedings 
for Monday, March 6, 1977. 

"I. bring this matter to your attenion so the 
Committee, v;hile a duly constituted legal body, may take 
s^ijroprii_e . action to restore the pay reductions for 
January and February of' 1977. ■ - 

f 

jj "Of course if the matter can be resolved equitably 

il c-iiCn litiga*.-ion may oe avoided. Also encloseci herev/lth 

i'l- 

I , 

i are copies of telephone bills v;hich I incurred. v;hile per- 
j . 1.0 rmi ng Oi.ricial duties as acting Staff Director and. 

, Chief Counsel under the former Staff Henry P. Gonzales. I 
j trust this voucher v/ill be issued promptly so I'x-/ill be 
j r-airrbursed for my actual expenses. I shall look forv;ard to 

I , . ' • ■ 

j nearing from you as to the matter of .the restoration of 

i 

I the January and February, 1977 reduction in my pay so that 
j 1 m.ay i.ake appropriate action. I appreciate having had 



"hith kind regards, I am Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr." 
"Enclosed telephone bills for of ficial ' calls . " 

Mr. Ford. What are they--v7hat is the cLmounf^ 

Mr. Hov/orth. About S4O.Q0. 



(uwk'v 




1 



2 

3 



:o 

11 



12 



The second le 'ter dated March 10 



"The Honorable Louis Stokes,, Chain?*an, House Select 
1 

Coraiittee ■ cn Assa^ssinations , U.S* House of RepreSeutatives , 
Washijngton D.C. 









i 

I 0 

I? 

20 



J.I 

23 i 

24 



25 |i 



‘'Dear Mr. Chairman. 

"Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter v/hich w’-as. 

mailed to my former law firm in Gainesville, Florida, on 

, ' 

Monday, March 7 1977 and v;hich was received 'on Wednesday, 

March 9 , 19 77 , at 2 o'clock p.m. 

"On Tuesday, March 8, 1977- immediately follov/ing ; 

■ 

the acceotance by the House of Representatives of Chairman st- 
Gcnzales' resignation, I mailed you my formal resignation 
from the Staff of the Select Committee, a copy of v/hich is 
also enclosed. " ■ 

"On Sunday, March 6, 1977, having completed my finel 

I > 

Reports to former Chairman Gonzales, I moved all of my pcs- ^ 
sessions from my partment and flev; to Florida. f: 

”.h number of people in Washington knew I was leaving 
Washington and resigning from the Committee. I v/as not 
to tender my formal resignation until such time as 
)use accepted the resignation of Mr. Gonzales, for to ; 

jv 

v’ould leave Mr. Gonzales v/ithout counsel. Since I had; 

»■ 

id to resign immediately upon the acceptance by 

1* 

the Hbuse of the regisnation of Mr, Gonzales, I saw no 
reason to stay in Washia - ton where the Committee v;as to 
hold a meeting as my pia'isenco at that point v;ould simply 



the H 



cecic 







provoke unnecessary confrontation. 

"On Wednesday, March 9 , 1977,. at 12:15. p.m. I learned 
from Congressman Gonzales' office that the Select Comamittee 
held a special meeting on Tuesday, March 8 , 1977, for the ^ 
sole purpose of firing me, notwithstanding the fact that ^ 
my resif nation was already in .the mail to you and that the 
letter which I received on March 9 directed me. to report 



to thd Committee offices that same day. It is implicit 
in Mri. Lev/is ' letter that since I v/as not in the Staff 
offices since February 9, 1977, that I was not performing 



duties for the Select Corrmittee. 

"Enclosed for your inf ormationis a copy of^' a telegram 
whrch I received from formver Chairman Gonzales on February ir^ 
1977. you are no doubt av/are , both at the request of 
fomier Chai:rman Gonzales as well as Congressman Richardson 
Freyer, Congressman Walter Fauntroy and Congressman Chris to-h-'-; 






fer Bbdd, I did not go to the Committee Staff Offices so as 
to not cause unecessary ..confrontations . However, I 
enclose herewith copies of correspondence betv;een myself f 
and Richard Sprague and Majority. Leader Wright relating to ■■■ 
my continuing ef forts to ’ resolve ' some of the problems con- ’ r- 
fronting the Select Comiriittee . 

”I bring this chronology to your attention as well 
as th^ copies of documents v;hich T Have enclosed because I 

I " * 

can only construe the calling of a special meeting to "fire" 



r - 




1 me as a- vindictive adt on the part of Mr. Sprague who 

2 could have determined from a number of sources that I 

3 had already returned to Florida and intended to submit 

4 a formal written resignation as I, in fact, did.. 

5 "Accordingly, I will appreciate it if you will advise 



me as to the follov/ing: (a) v;hether a meeting of 'the 

Se].ect Committee v/as held on Tuesday March 8 197 7 and if so,—^- 



hat meeting held in compliance v/ith the rules of-;_the 



House and the rules of the Select Committee and what 
official action v;as taken? - -i 

" (b) The position of the Committee as to w’hether my 

' ' ' . r . 

resignation is accepted or winether .I--v;as "fired" and the i 
effective date of the acceptance of my resignation or my 

I - . - ■ - 

"firing". I shall look foir.vard to hearing from you. You 
may feel free to call me at my home in Florida 940-372-8021 

f ' 

should you v;ish to discuss this matter personally, 

"With kindest regards, I am sincernly 

■ "Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr." 



The Chairm.a.n. O.K. 



Is there' any discussion regarding those letters or 
any comments that the members have? 



Mr.' Ford.. Was he fired, Mr. Chairman, or his ^ 

resignation accepted?. ^ 

The Chairman. AT a meeting that vs'as called as I recallp' 



the same day that I was appointed Chairman, v/e m; 







CO 



1 

2 

3 

4 
5- 

6 . 

7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 . 









17 
13 i 

I 

19 I 



22 



24 



j 



office. It was brought to my attention at tha.t time or 
to the Committee's attention at that time by Mr, Sprague 
that both Mr. Bruton and' a lady whose name I do rot now recal'yh 
had not worked since the 11th day of February, I believe, ro- 
and for that reason' we v;ere asked to terminate their service; 

And the Corrmittee at that time took a course fof action 
and v/e sent our . correspondence out that day notifying both ■ . 
persons as I recall it that their services v/ere terminated, r — 

Mr. Ford. I mean, did we accept the letter of resig- 
nation? 

The Chairman. That hadnot at that time cease in. h.h. 

V ~ 

I think there is a date on that letter. 

Mr. Ford. I was at that meeting that day, ''Ir . Chairma 
I do not recall that, probably — maybe I left-- out of the 
office but I do not recall our taking up any business 
on whether v;e , should relieve him, fire him or accept his 
resignation. , • 

Mir. Dodd. Oh, yes we took that. 

The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Sprague brought it to cur 
attentxon and V7e took' action formally. 

■ Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman. I think one glaring error 
in the allegations is the fact that_ a meeting v/as called 
for the sole and specific, purpose of firing him. That 
was not the purpose of the meeting being called, it was 
our first organisational meeting- v.'hich, after your having 



■ 

i. ■ r- 




been naned chairman, we took up a number of things and th; 
was actually incidental . if I recall. 

The Chairman. Oneivof the items on the agenda, 



yes . I 



I-lr. Devine. Yes. 



a 35 percent pay cut/ that it would be restored?, 

Hr. Sprague. Hr. Chairman, v/e prepared for the 
Chairman, Hr. Stokes' response to the first letter. This is 
the first I have heard of the second letter. 

With regard to that statement, as I believe I said 
at the session that v;e had previously/ there vras not a 
promise that a pay cut in fact would be restored. 

V7hat I said to the Staff, at the initial Staff meeting 
and v;hat I eilso said to this committee ■. hen I was asked 
^he question about it by Mrs. Burke, was that '-.-hat I advised 
the STaff was that I v;ould use mv best efforts to sec that 



would : then have the amount of money that had been taken out 



of tnexr pay 



iy , put back in for an interim period until they 



v.'ere made v/hole again. There was never an assurance that 



they would- get that, and secondly part o ' what v;as the 



V? he n v;e 



that thev still be on the ST. 



v.-ere recreated and had our new budget. 



that is stated in the proposed response by the 



And 







Chairman . 



Mr. Devme. Is tl'.at your proposod resoonse? 

The Chairman. Nov;, v;e have a proposed response .to 
the first letter. ^ 

The second letter has just come in a few dayls-.-ago into 
my office. Mr-.- Sprague has not seen that yet. The Clerk 
can read this proposed reply to the first letter.' 

Ms. Martin. Letter dated March 16 1977. 

"Mr. Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr., 

"3301 Korthv;est 27th Terrace, 

"Gainesville, Florida, 32605.” 

"Dear Mr. Bruton. 

"I am in receipt of your letter of March 3, 1977, 
submitting your resignation fromi the Staff of the Select 
Committee on Assassinations and your reguest for reimburse 

i 

Tnent for certain phone calls and restoration of the pay 
reductions you agree, to for January and February of 1977. 

"Your 'resignation' of course, was obviated by the 
— — tinn 0 . 1 . tns Select Ccmmirtee on March 8,1977 terminating 
your employment with the Committee's staff. The Committee 
will reimburse you for any phone calls made in pursuit of 
Committee business. Before any vouchers. are processed, 
it v;ill be necessary for you to submit to m.e the names of 
persons you called and a brief statement of the subject 
matter of each call for which you desire reimbursement. 

"In our view', however, ~ 












r, ' ■ 



you have no valid 



claim for 




1 



w - 



restoration oI your voluntary pay reduction for January and 
February of ;; 19-77 . ■ ' 

''Sincerely, Louis Stokes, Chairman. " . . 

/ ' ■ pCCTT 

The Cnairman. Approximately ho'v much money are v;e 
talking about in terras of this claim? , 

Mr.. Howorth. About $2300 . . u-.,.. 

The Chairman. About $2300. . ^ ; V .. ' 

Mr. Kov;orth. Through March 8. 

The Clnairman. Are there any questions or comments? 

.Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, may I also bring to your 
attention that other people have left our staff voluntarily 
and as i_o tr.em as v/ell, uhey have been advised that anybody 
leaving the Staff prior to recreation and the' getting of 
a new budget, if v;e get that, does not get any of that pay 

irential back. '' 



'diffe 

to th 

nothi 

than 



for a 



So the people leaving knov; that that sane rule applies^t 



r;." 

r , - 
J"**. 



L . 

!m as well. , . [??' 

So, I want the Committee to be aware that there is 

t' ' 

ng being done aimed at Mr. Bruton that is any different'- 
any body else. r-' 



The Chairman. Mr. Dodd, 

llr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, just in response, I apologize, 
^t^i'-^ing late. The Marcn lu letuer addressed to vou ^ 
from Mr, Bruton in winich he lays out the chronology of 
evenrS and so forth f oli. owing his activities, I would like 










the record to reflect that when he points out at the bottom 
of the first page of his letter'as you are aware and. Con- 
gressmen Preyef and Fauntroy and myself, the reason he •“ 

didn't go to the Committee office was not to avoid unncc- t-- 

essary' confrontations, that w^as a request that v;as made by 
mvsclf and Congressman Preyer- and Fauntroy, over the %-;oekend 
w'hich Mr. Sprague v/as notified that his services were no 
longer needed by. Mr. Gonzales , it v/as our opinion that 
particular time given the heat of the situation, it v/as 
probably advisable to stay away from the office for a 
period of time in order to prevent the exacerbai^on that 
could occur v/ith his presence there. It was not inferred | 
that he should stay av;ay forever. I think it- was mace clear 
tv;o or three times within the first day or tw-o of the 
following week. 

' I 

Mr. Ford.. . What date are we talking about? 

Mr- Dodd. The dates of that, v/hat. v/as that, Thursday,ti 
the data of that Thursday that v/e received that, |. 

i Mr. Sprague. I think, it w’as about on the 10th. 

Mr. Dodd. 10th or 11th of February.. 

Mr. Kov/orth. 10th of February . 

Mr. Dodd. That- was on a Thursdav and then the Con- 









gre'ssional recess over that v/eek.end the follov/ing Monday 
Hr. Bruton came back to Washington but remained in his 
apartment rather than crc dov/n to the offices but it was 
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never our intention at least certainly 'not- mine that he ■ ' 
should remain away from the offices indefinitely, it v;as 
just during that heated period I just v/'anted the- record to 
reflect that. That allegation. 

The Chairman. Right. I think that is good to have - • 

in the record. 

Mr. Ford. .Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman.- Mr. Ford. ' 

Mr. Ford. I £im v;ondering whether or not-'-he' 'was 
under the impression that he v/as vrarking .for the .Chairman 
Gonzales at that 'time — whether or not he had that impres-siontu.--^ 
that he 'was to v,’o-rk out of his house or v/or.k out of 3’"' 

Mr. Gonzales' office or v/hat. -have -you, v/hether or not 'we 
should reconsider our action maybe and accept- his resigna- 
tion. I am not concerned about the 30 or 35 percent reduc- — 
#tion he received or Vv'hether he should be compensated for ’"■■■ 

that, any more than ’we compensate others who resignea 

. * 



voluntarily, that v/e have to.' come back and do the same 
thing but if we are talking about March 8 , the letter of 
March 8 and we are thinking 'in" terms cf this man is gone 
no'w from the Staff, why couldn't we just accept his 
resignation because we ail knov; that v/e .lad some problems 
with the, you knov;, the Staff in this Committee, with 
the Chairman of this Committee at least and certain staff 
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^ I lust do not think that we ought to penali.ze a - 

perscin and discharge' hin from the Staff v;hen at the 
Scime time henas shov;n a good-faith indication of his ' 

tr~- 

inL.en|t there to resign, v/hy don't we just accept it and K. 

call jnini and pay him the $40 forhis phone bills if he can 
justify them and get it over v/ith? ’ ■ 

The ■ Chairman . Any comments? . ' 

■Ir. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, it does not make any* 
difference to me, as long as he is not here. " 

Ford. bell, that is a knovnn fact now,, though. 

. The Chairm.an. Well, we did send a letter to him in 
which we said "you are- terminated as of thi date." I suppose ^ 
in oraer to give consideration to what you are-- 

kr. Fora. You see, 'we can address this letter, Mr. 
Chairman, ,we . could address it to him March 3, we met on 
March 8, is that correct, in your office? 

The Chairman. i think it was the 8th, wasn't it? ■ 

Mr. Sprague , '’--I do not know. 

Mr. Ford. And can we jUst address it to his letter 

addressed March 8, and the Committee wonld accept his resig- 
nation , 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague. 

Mr. Sprague. May I suanes-h 

jj sc t.n.au luayoe a response to 

mm might be that after re -Hewing that claim that 



kr 




he is making, it is the opinion of the Committee that he k 
does not have a valid claim in terms of the salary, 
but in the interest of trying to be accommodating, that if 
he v/ill,let us say, sign a release as to all such claims, thfiv 

; ■ ■ ar ■ ■ 

Committee might perhaps be v/illing to reconsider the action 
of the. .ism.issal and accept the resignation as of 'that date , 
couGljied- in language- that v7ould be appropriate. 

Mr. Devine. It v/ould have to be carefully worded' beca^y. 
we dp not want.' to hold it up like a bribe. r— 

Mr Sprague. That is correct. 

.Mr. Devine. .We want .the record to reflect , a resignati 

# • w' 

rather than firing in order that you drop your claim. 

Mr. Edgar. I think that perhaps legal language sounds’^™^ 
appropriate but I thi.nk as a matter of fact it would’ -be 
looked upon by him. as another act of aggression on our 

tov/ard hum and I think that what Mr. Ford is suggesting^:!' 



oaru 



IS 






ot rq 
a matj 
just 
of yo 
secon 
justi 



at we just resolve the matter as quietly as possible. 



nr: 



n fact he was fired on the sam.e day he wrote the letterL:' 
signation, I think, or very close to that, and it v;as 
ter of that letter being in the m.ail and I think, 1 

a brief note to him. saying, vjq are now in receipt 
ur letter of resignation and in rer :iipt of. your 

. I 

d letter, v/e feel that ■ your compensation is not L. 

fied, 35 percent claim, but v;e dc, hov/ever, feel that 



we can at this , time acceot your resignttion-as • opposed ..to 
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an action of dismisoal on our part. ^ 

Mr. Sprague. Can I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that some- 

thrng| along that line would be fine, but instead -of making 
i - 

it definitie at this moment, you allow us an opportunity to % 

check! vrith the House v/hat is the effect of notice of 



dismi 

ti.en 

want 



jai and the papers having been processed through and 
the desire to handle it on this basis. I v/ould not 



:o puL this Committee in any position of certain action 
having been taken. ‘ 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I was going to m.ake that 

suggestion as v/ell. I do not knov; if there is any legal 

* 

distinction to be made betv?een a firing and resignatlca in 
terms of putting us in a compromising situation. I v 7 ould 
suggest that We submit it to counsel for determination. 

Mr. Sprague. There is no' reason' we' cannot have it bv 

'r'-. 

,y^onday. ■ 

Mr. Ford. Mr. Chairman, we are talking aJoout action 
on- Monday. Nov/ '-larch ' 8 v/as the termina'tion date, I guess 
it v;as sent to the Clerk's office , right? 

We are just saying nov/ the Comumittee is taking 
action since we received the letter of resignation, 
we will accept the resignation. 

Mr. Edgar. It is . still a dismiissal. - ’ 

Mr. Ford. It is still a dismissal but just saying, 
for his record that we v/ill accept his f esigna'tion . 



E~l' 



•" Vh - 

^ "i, 

K ■ 

I ' 
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Mr. Dodd. I dully agree uith you. I just v/antto 

make sure that v;e did take a formal vote in that meeting 

■ 

I . ■ 

j to fire him, that v/as a formal action by the .Committee. I ' 
j 'just do not knov/ if we can rescind that, accepting a letter ^ 

■j 1 

of resignation if we do that, what are the terms of any 
resignation any potential legal action-- 

I would just like to make, sure',, now;, Ithat v/e are • 

covered, we arc not doing something in this case that ; 

H 

t 

V7ill complicate the thing. 

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian. 

I Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman, vrauld a motio:^ be helpful ; 

i , ■ S 

I to move -that /.contingent upon the proper adiainis trative clear 
ance from the House AcLministration Committee ,' that the. 
Committee could move to rescind its action of dismi.ssal? 

i 

j The Chairman. I think that would be a proper motion. 

Dia you hear the m.otion berore? 

l 

Mr. Ford. Yes, I did. Wait a. minute . Mo, repeat it ^ 

t 

L 

again. ■ t; 

r 

Mr. Fithian. I v;as just suggesting that we .might • 

move |to, continge.nt upon the approval and administrative . ' 

clearance ci tne House Aoministration Committee , that v/e- move’ 
to rescind the Committee's vote of dismissal. 

Mr. Edgar. I second that motion. 

Tne Chairman. O.K.so it has been moved a.nd seconded r 
that, contingent upon th.-,.s further clarification, that 




0 



1 this Coro-Tiittee move ■ to rescind its prsvio.us action regard- 

2 -ing tlr . Bruton . 

3 Ready for the question? ' ,r-- 

■ ■ ■ ■ * 

4 All those in favor, say "aye.." r- 

5 Chorus of "ayes." 

6 . The Chairman. Opposed "No." . ' ■ 

7 (No. response . ) . , 

3' .The Chairman. The. motion is carried unanimously and K 

! ■ r- 

9. i so ordered. Follov; through on that. 

10 There are several other matters vze have to take up. 

I 

11 We have one. oroblem, the House goes in session at .11, and in 

;2 the event that ve are going’. to be in session, once I 

3 ' the House goes into the 5-minute rule, v;e will have to lave 

I 

4 ! the permssion from the House, vnnich means I will have 



Mr. Ford. We do not v.-ant to get called on that, you 
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go over 
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The 


Chairn\an 



Mr. Devine. Can v;e conclude what v;s will have to do? 
The Chairman. So V7hat v/e v;ill do is just aet started 
can go over and get that at 11. 

Mx , Ford. Before v;e continue on, Mr. Chairman, can 

tv 

a question about What time are \v8 going to meet 

H- 

or have you_ set’ a meeting 'for Monday? ,, 

The Chairman. I d not believe we have set one,- have • 



!l 




Mr. Sprague- \%ell , under the rules, we list it foj 
every i-ionday and Tuesday. 

The Chairman. Every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday £ 



10 a.m. 



' Mr. Ford. VZill there be a meeting called for Monday? 
The Chairman . Well it would depend Upon, I think, som; 
of the things that' come out hers today as to whether or not ? 
j there is going to be. a necessity for one on Monday.’ 

1 

So, you know, I cannot say at this time..,; , . 

Mr Sprague. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague. ^ 

Ar 

I- T 
If f 

Mr. Sprague. The thing that I wou li urge vou as soon 

i 

[ as there is a feeling that the Budget matters can be reportec 

i 

j out properly, that v;e do that as quickly as possible so 

I . 

; that v/e can get moving, and the new resolution v/hich I hope 
I . . i?,: 

! / • 1 
j you could ta};e up today, that perhaps then being reported jr 

t 

I . - j“* 

|| out at a public session, so . that then that could start p 

|l _ • t 

j moving its v;ay through the appropriate Comfaittees of t.he Houv^ 

If . 

j The Chairman. Hopefully, I v;as hoping that we might 

! 

i in term.s 0 , 1 . tne Budget, be able to encompass it in some • 

i ■ . • ' ^ 

type, of a hearing v;here it is not the sole item. 

^ I do not think that v/e ought to let the media to 
\ just focus in on budget that day but x/ould rather see it 
sandv/iched in- with something else so that, a.mong other 

\ 

I matters ta):en up that day is ijot just the- budget, if we 



give them just the .ludget, they will go wild on that. 

But the next item I wanted us to get into v;as the 
KiatteirTof the resolution and v;here we are on .tha't. 

I iir. Edgar. Mr. Chaimaan. . 

ThetChairman. I will get to you, in just a minute. 




ri 



p- ■■ 







h'e have already taken up the matter of the prepared 
record of hearings and so forth before- you arrived . i_: 

Mr .Edgar. 

Mr.- Edgar. Mr. Chairman, let . me just speak, for 
a moment about the Budget request and the preliminary budget . 
request that is here. It seems to me that v;e ought not to r*- 
be too v.’orried about having a meeting that solely v;ould 







focus on the budget because it seems to me the budget is 



one issue of perhaps three major issues that is in contentio 
in the' House. It"jmight:b2 helpful if, in fact, on Monday T" 



^ or Tuesday of next week a public meeting were held at 
v;hich time the sfa£i V'/ould review the program to date 
of the tw'o investigations, looking into Dr. King and .Mr 




f “ 




Kennedy’s death. And the proposed direction of 

those investigations over the new’ fe'w months and that, as pa 



of. that agenda of specific perhaps skeleton outline of 
the two investigations and bringing everybody up to date, 
we -might suggest that one' of the issues that m.ust be 
considered for the reconstitution is the issue of the 
bueget. .At that pointm M.'. Preyer could be recognized to 
present the budget process and we could go through it 




>o 



R27 i 
i I 



.vcn by itera and indicate through a dialog our pleasure 



^ at the fact that the budget is not as high as it X'/as 
^ suggested publicly in December and although we feel that a- 

^ this is not as adequate maybe for the t"v7o investigations, f 

. v;e think It v/ill get us through the next year, fiscal 
0 year. We could look at perhaps the language’^ of' -‘the resolu- 

7 tion. And then maybe at the end of that meeting ‘focus in 

■ ^ ^ ’ V. 

° on some element of either the Kennedy or the King assassina- r 

^ tion that could be held at a public setting. I think 

xv’hat you v;ould get from that is press sim.ilar to the press 

15 we got yesterday, that the Committee is serious, uhat h 

I- - • ■ ■ 

12 ;'[ it is about its process , it is not simply hung up on 

13 I internal problems, but in fact it is looking to its recon- 

I . ' 

1- ■■ stitution. ' ■ 

13 I .Not just to reconstitute it for the sake of recon- v- 

I ^ . 

13 I stitution, but in light of the Committee's work todate on 'Z- 

17 the investigations. And perhaps at that public meeting, r 

13 Mr. Tannenbaum and Mr. Lehner could o'utline , just in a skele- 
1-9 tal v/ay, the things that are possible to make public and l 

20 not revealing anything that X'/e feel is sensitive at this " 

21 point': but I think, if we do not cloak i'^ in that kind ; . 

22 ■ of a direction, we ere going to run the risk of you knox-;, 

23 saying we are reducing t'he budget for the sake of reducing 

1 

2'i I the budget xv’hich I think xv^ould be x-zrong, or X7e:are," you 



w, trying to slip sometbing past. I think the public i: 




very interested in -'oth investigations. 

Z-ind I think iri.the^'riiedia is intetested in’that and 
we could have that four-part agenda, skeleton review of 
where v/e are on the Kennedy and King f^ssassinations , y- 
response to that, the resolution for reconstitution, 
connected with the discussion of the budget and finally : 
some specific focus on some .specific piece of evidence 
or form that is.- now being pursued to try to clarify it,;, 
perhaps around our. pursuit of that yesterday and around 
some other matter. 

Mr. Dodd. Would the gentleman yield. 

• * 












Mr. Edgar. loyield. 

ilr. Dodd. ■ I think- it is a good proposal andythe 
only caveat I would express: would have to do v/ith the 
Budget proposal in addition to our ov/n caveat and that is 



*^to make sure v/e ' do not reveal things that would, in any v/ay,'' 



i; 

f •* - 



je o pardiz e the in vest ig ation I, feel that our ,first_ purpose pr.; 
in this process of reconstitution has to be v/ith 
the leadership of the House. ; 

I include in that number, the rules Committee, v;ith'whidV 

f 

I; am deeply concerned ihctGrms of the closeness of the vote "i/. 
if v;e do hot have the kind of support 1 think v/e are 
going to have to have eimong the leadership itself and 
rather than going public with even a discussion of that 
budget prior to our opportunity or an opportunity to discuss... 



are 




and 




that 






that with the leadership to make sure that we have no prob- 



! I v;ould hope that we might deier that discussion a 
I sav and I v/ould 'hope we could arrange a meeting; 1-x . Chairmai^ 
i with leadership and I can say firsthand, that the Rules 
Committee is very much interested in having an executive 

I ! 

session vrith this "committee or the leadership of this 

• • c. -- 

i Committee to discuss that item and others . . t;; 

Mr. Edgar. Suppose that v;ere to occur on Monday or ~ 
Tuesday and the meeting I am suggesting would occur on 
Viedndsday? ' • . . 

Mr. Dodd. Fine, that is perfect. H.-- 

Mr. Edgar. At least, give you the choreography of hav- 
ing briefed the leadership having presented to the Rules 
Committee and having presented publicly before our Committee^^' 
that public information getting to the press and p-' 

perhaps your "Dear Colleague" letter arriving on Thursday 

I " ' ^ Rr 

of next v;eek out to '-every member of the Congress indicating ’'p? 
V7hat the new budget is and urging support for reconstitution,., 
cosigned by as many members of our Select Committee as 
possible. . ^ / 

Mr. -Dodd. I agree v;ith that, I tl ink . I want 

ii- f-‘ 

I to be sure-'of bur leadership and I -want to be sure tu- 

rn*' 

no problems v/ith them 'and having them made public and perhap 



have concerns with them and get into that adversary 
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The Chairir.an . . Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. I only have one concern. I agree wxth 






the thrust of v;hat is going on. I am not- sure, Mr. Ecgar, 
that that sort meeting is all going to fit into one session.^ 
It depends if v;e can get the skeleton of where we -are 
down to 15 or 20 minutes , or 30 minutes at the,.outsrde for 
each investigation, it is stillgoing to squeeze us to get . 
it in and have any rational disdussion of the needs of tne ^ 
investigation to go beyond that skeleton of wnere we are 
now and the budget support that would be required to fulfill 

those needs. , - 

VJe mav well get ihto more than a day, perhaps not. ^ 

Mr. Edgar. Will the gentleman yield. 

Mr, Fithian. Be glad to. 

Mr. Edgar. I think it could be done in a two-hour 
sitting. I think if we locked ourselves in from' 10 to 
12 next Wednesday, we could spend the first 45 minutes 
getting briefs in public on the investigations todare 
by the two chief investigators of each of the things, ana 
perhaps a suggestion of some of the things w'e want to 
bring fom-zard. 

There are those that we may want to bring in in 
the 'future. I know there are some other things tnat are 
beginning to boil that perhaps could be shared and then 
at a Quarter of 11 indicate that you know in order for 




this investigation to pursue, we need to move to its rec 
stitution,' that is only a v;eek after v;e have our public 



meetirlg. Tl'ie language of that' reconstitution could be shared'"' 

r* 

and ef; part of that v;ould be the budget requests. 

■ pxr- 

Mr. Preyer could be recognized by ten minutes to 11, 

five minutes to' 11, indicating the task group’s report -on 

the budget in light of the investigative -needs, that have justrry 

been revealed that get the focus on the investigation 

■ " .... n — 

needs and leads and then on the budget. 

Discuss that until 11:30 and then the final. 

I 

half hour of ' the public session focusing in on one 

■ * 

caveat or one element that v;e think is important and appro- 
priate , at that time to release. . - 

i That gets us to 12 o'clock noon. 

U--.. 

Mr. 'Fithian. In other v/ords , answering the question 

kid..’'.. 

v;hat is the' next immediate step in the investigation process?^^ 
Mr. Edgar. I think part of our .problem as a 
committee has been the choreography of, you know, how w’e are g.'" 
received publicly and I think -if we hav-a that agenda 
clearly in mind and know v/hat we are going' to do and the 
microphones are all vrorking and move into a meeting 
and we| look over and we look like v/e are moving, I think t^-. '■ 
we arei mioving on some key leads and we have our tvra 
j top investigators share a very carefully-drawn comm^ent 



Uivu-.. 




>o 



on the King and Kennedy Assassinations, that I think will 



• set the stage, follov/ed up imsisdiately b}'- a "Dear Colleague" 
letter that would go to every Congressman indicating v/hat 
our resolution- and budget re-quest will be and urging their 
support. Wednesday night's public media would announce our 
information, you know, then we can talk about, after that,:,'.;-^ 
what ■ else .needs to be done along the lines of our . 

Whip count and others to have the Committee reconstituted,. 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chaiimian, 

The Chairmian. Hr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. What is your plan with the leadership 



:j for going to the rules Committee and going to the Floor? HavY' 

! 

I V7e selected — 

I 

i 

■I The Chairman. Ky last conversation regarding it v/as 

I 

■! 

I v/ith Bill Brovm, the Parliamentarian, who suggested that i.-. 

! ■ ■ 

! ' 

i 9 ’jr report ought to be filed on the 23th, that .i'- 

; v/e ought to check with the leadershio and have the leadership— 

fl 

of the Rules, Committee hear us on the 29th and that we should^' 

r-.;-, 

go to the floor on the 30th. Mow that is the last cenver- 

sation I have had with Mr. Brown at that time v/hen ho 

indicated how we should go about procecurally filing 
1 . . ■ , 

j the report -and so forth in setting up ou: rules . !' 

! 

I 

i Some have said information discussion. Maybe — 

I * 

i • we should think about going 'to the Rule.s Committee before the' 

i . - . ^ 

j 29th to give ourselves a little- extra leeway in the event 

! 

I v/e encounter som.e problems. But certain Iv v;e 
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Ought to sit with tie lea.dership well in advance of the 
28tn I 'would think no .Later than . the first of next v;eek 
is appropriare where v;e can' say to them what 'v/e.have been 
able to do up to no;'/ and give them a good account of the 
Committe's v/ork . . . : 

Hr. Ford. Hr. Chairman. . , ^ . 



The Chairmans Hx. Ford. ■ ' 

Mr. r ord . Is this basically you are talking about the 
meinbers of tne Hules Committee, or"^are wslgoing to tsend a 
mc-mo around ro all of our colleagues in bringing them uo to 
date because .we'vare going to need all of those votes on 

■ * y 

tne House floor. - . 

Hr. Edgar. Will the gentleman yield. 

■Hr. Ford. Yes. 



ix. Edgar. I think my interpretation of time table 
is to have a meeting v/ith the Rules committee on Monday, 
andlTuasdayiv-Viave a' .public -.meeting on Wednesday and 
Thursday and. pridy v/ould be the dates that bur "Dear 
Colleague" letters v/ould go around bringing eve ry'body up 
to date-jon the budget and on the proposed date and the 
form of reconstitution which, as I understand it, is a year 
extension on the budget and a two-year a'L ihorization for the 
Committee, itself. By Thursday and Friday of next week, 
if I understand Hr. Fithian't comm.ents v/hich will be 
mace a little bit later, we v/ill have done a v/hio count 







1 



of the House to find out where our problems lie, whether 

2 they are in the area -of budget or in the area of reconstitut- 

3 ing the Committee at all and what our problems are -and 

4 vre v/ill be spending Thursday, Friday and Monday and Tuesday 

5 of the follov/ing v»eek trying to v;ork on individual Congress- ^ 
5 I man to b ;lp clarify for them v/here the Committee is at. 

7 I thing our "Dear Colleague", letter should include some - 



9 next V/ednesday and that is a kind of a direction. I think r 

]Q everything v/e do has to be focusedon the King Assassination 

]] amd the Kennedy Assassination. We have got to kind of direct -■ 

]2 our reconstitution around the issues of the investigation ■ 



and I think that is the only v;ay that we v;ill get 



enough 



votes for the reconstitutiou at this point. And they 
yc. are going to be asking us at that point in our history what 
’6 it is that vre have found to date,, what is it 'that we have dc 
17 tcdate , v/hat -is it going to cost us to. continue you for a 
IS year, and I think v;e are very justifiable . in sharing that 

19 at..a public .meeting. 

20 Chairman. Let me ask you this, if the gentleman 

21 yields to me for a moment--a question, in terms of your pro- 

22 cedure' here. I am sure that one of the mr In issues' 

23 v;hen. v/e go to' rules v/ill be' the issue of the budget and 

24 proceddrally if v;e go to rules on Tuesday, v/hether the 







prr' 



then it sort of seems to take away from the Wednesday publ.ic 
hearing to go into ih d3pth discussion because your news 
media, will be at the Rules Committee meeting. 

Hr. Edgar. I think what Chris v;as suggesting, if 
I v;as hearing Chris right, v;ho is on the Rules Committee, 
that th_ E:<ecutive Session-, ■■■of the meeting of the .Rules Cora'-;- 
mittee :be held Ion Tuesdav. 



The Chainr^an. I see. • -k 

f''. 

Mr. Edgar. And that briefing only partly deals v/ith thsT 
Budget, the other part dealing with information on where 

v/e are in the’ investigation to date and that istnot 

* b 

tne meeting of the rules Committee to consider the a 

reconstitution of the Committee . 

Th-a Chairman. I sea. 

Mr. Edgar. That meeting according to the schedule you u. 

Iff 

were suggesting v/ould be on the Tuesday prior to the actual, h' 

Jr* 

. 

vote on chs floor. This might solve the problem that you. 
v;ere v7orried about, and that is getting to the Rules Corrmittee'a 
early, you w’ill knov/ on Tuesday if you meet in' Executive 
Session and share the investigation with them on v;here .the 
assassinations are and v/hat our proposed budget is going 
to be , -.what . kinds of problems you v/ill h ,ve before the 
Rules : Committee and that will give you a week's tim,e until 
your official meeting of the Rules Committee in public to 
a rule for house floor action. 






be granted 



rule for house 




Mrs. Burke. ^'Jould the gentleman yield? 



-H 



The Chairmen Hr.s . Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Do we have any idea of the number of 
people vrho' have requested to aopear before the Rules Com- 
mittee? I understood Mr. Milford and I had heard a couple 
of other people, had requested to appear. The last time 
I do not think it \7as so much the problem v/ith the Rules . 
Committee as vre had as . the problem of getting all of the . 
v/itnesses in one day. So the Rules Committee hearing, itself' 
went for tv;o days - - by the time all the witnesses testifiec 

I . . 

I ■ ■ ' . 

i "" I got the impression that there were still a n'lmber (5 ^ 

I . - ^ 

I vvitnesses v;ho v;anted to be heard by the Rules Committee 

few. 

but, I think miaybe, if v;e can clarify that, we can tell 
about how much time it would .take for us to complete our 
v;ork before the Rules Committee. 

e Because I vrauld really hate to see us be on Tuesday, 

March 28 starting a rules committee hearing where "" 

tnere are ten people asking to testify. p,' 

Pp 

The Chairman. Yes. M 

Mrs. B'Uf ke . And then v;e have the other disadvantage ! 

j if we do not testify and yau have all anti people testify- 

!■ .. ’ ^ 

ing , you, are at a distinct specific— i 

j 'Mr. Ford. Would the gentle.lady_'yield? ^ 

1 ' ■ . , 

[, ■ - 

1 Mrs. Burke. Yes. ■ ■ 



Mr. Ford. i am under the impression you were 



speaking 
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about this coming Tuesday in Executive Session to talk about 

the budget v/ith the Rules Committee now. 

Mrs. Burke. Well, what I mean is the actual hearing _ 

that I understand would be the ne.xt Tuesday. 

Mr. Fithian. We might need to start that public hearinc 

in. the Rules Committee well, ahead of Tuesday. You ./ould 
have to have action by the Rules. Committee on Tuesday. 

Mrs. Burke. Action by the Committee on Tuesday, I 

think, is v;hat vre should shoot for. 

Mr. Fithian. Start as early as Friday. 

The Chairman. Why don’t- we meet with the leadership 

tr. 

then on Friday, have discussion-’-withh the.;- leadership ih'term.s.,; 
of hov/ to get up to rules , cover that? 

Mrs' Burke. Also, Mr. Chairman, if you could give us 
some kind of idea maybe you could kind of. assign people 
* that vou wanted to answer certain specific things to testiry 

* pr.-' 

once we had an idea of who is going to be testi-uying in 






opposition. t 

The Chairman. Right,. I think that that is important r 

r, ’ 

v;e ;Orchestr ate"..-'' that- to the degree rhat some mem.vers. 
of interest in certain areas .and have taken the time to ;■ 

get answers to .questions in certain ar as and it would 
seem to me that in that way v/e might better orchestrate-. our 

responses . 

For instance, where Mr. .Edgar and rt . i Ionian -ic-ve 




about this coming Ti esday in Executive Session to talk about 

the budget with the Rules Committee nov/ . 

Bu^rkc . Well/ what I mean, is the acuu-al necxiring 

' , ' 

that I understand v;ould be the next Tuesday. 5^. 

Mr. Fithian. We might need to start that public hearinc 
in the Rules Committee v;ell ahead of Tuesday. You v;ould^ , 
have to have action by the Rules Committee on luesday. ^ 

Mrs. Burke. Action by the Committee on Tuesday, I y 
think, is what v;e should shoot for. 

.Mr. Fithian. Start as early as Friday. 

The Chairman. Why don't v/e meet with the leadersnip 

•# 

then on Friday, have discussion withh the .'.-leadership ■in- terms;" •' 
of hov/ to get up to rules, cover that? 

Mrs Burke. Also, f-tr. Chairman, if you could give us 
some kind of idea maybe you could kind of assign people 
^ that you v/anted to ansv/er certain specific things to testify 
once v/e had an idea of v/ho is going to be testifying in 



F.- 



ooposition. 



V. • 



The Chairm.an. Right,. I think that that is important'. 
v;e'orchc-3trater..^ that - to the degree that some members ■ 
of interest in certain areas and have taken the time to 
get ans'.-;ers to questions in certain are..s a,nd it v;ould 
seem .to me that in that way v/e might better orchestrate-j our 
responses . . 

For instance, whei, e Mr,. Edgar and Mr. Firhian have 



rl'. 
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1 



tak 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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9 

10 

11 



en a special interest in some of the chargGS relating to 
2-Ir . Sprague, that they v.’ould be the ones to respond to those 
types |o,f issues v/hich. they are Av’ell informed on and I think 
we might try to orchestrate ' that ‘ before going . to' ; the rules, p^rr 
Mj . ‘Sdgar. Mr. Chairman, I have- jotted dcvm a summ.ary 
of v;hat I have said., 14 aybe I- could .repeat it, since Mr. , 



i-i 



15 I 



lO 



21 

22 



Preyer has just come in. • 

The Chairman. All right. p~ 

Mr. Edgar. I made the suggestion . that the following 

scenario be developed and that is that on Monday , March 21, 

• K-i.... 

next week a meeting be held with the leadership iio bring 
them up to date where we are v:ith the budget as well as any --- 
additional leads v/e have. 

Mr. Devine'. Are you speaking of the meeting of the 

Committee or the meeting of the Chairman? 

M'lr. Edgar. I would think that meeting of the Chairman^ 

s? 

and those members, minority and majority — I think Mr. Preyer,,' 
should be present. I think the ranking minority member m 

should be present. 

Mr. Devine. Sometimes the leadership is uncomfortable 
with - minority present. I am not offended one way or 

the other. . i 

Mr. Edgar. Well, I think at -this time, it might be' 
necessary to have the minority present to point out bipartis 
participation, the secoal scenario Tuesday, March 22 and 
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a request be made of the Rules Committee to. hold an Executiv 
meeting to again be bri.efed in a very similar v/ay to 
the v/ay in v;hich the leadership was briefed on Monday as ,-.>y 
to the proposed budget' as well as direction of the Committet'ircT- 



7 id that on Wednesday, Marcfr 23. a public meeting be he 
for two hours minimum of this Committee between .10 and 11 

i 

o'clock at which time V7e v;ould begin v/ifh perhaps- a 4.5- . . f 



minute reporting, split betv/aen the Kennedy and .King 
assassinations as to V7hat direction we are going and what 
evidence and information we can share publicly. 

■ That at or approximately at a quarter of il 
or so, Mr. Prayer would be recognised to give a report on 
the budget task force and then we would deal w'ith 
the resolution and the budget task force information in a 
public hearing and finally the last caveat of that meeting 



would be to focus in on one of the two assassinations and 

' ' ' 

some particular issue that d s nev/sworthy or of nev/sworthy I '-, 
interest that could be shared v;ith the public. And that 
would make the meeting really three-fold, one to bring us : 
UD to date on direction two, to finalize the reconstitution r- 



resolution language with the budget and three to focus in or...- 



one soecirrc issue. 



Thursday and Friday of next v;eek the 24-ch and 
25th this would be used for "Dear Colleague letters." that 
woSld be sent by us., uruing support. By .■•that time 
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the Budget figure will be public and by that time any 
informatiorx that is shared at the public meeting on Wednesda 

can be aired. ' . 

Also vre might want to consider Thursday of • next 
Ty'eek ff^ing our report. It doesn’'t seem to me tiiat v/e have 
to v;ait until Monday to do that and that perhaps v/cuid : 
give the Rules Committee Monday and Tuesday to hear public 
witnesses on whether or not v/e should be recons tituted . and 
v;o could perhaps file our report on Thursday or Friday 
and the House Committee X'/ould then have rlonday and Tuesday 
to revie'.v the issues of reconstitution. _ ^ 

And that v/e would ask the Rules Committee to sat up 
their schedule so that on the 29th t.hey v/ould m>ove to final 
action and -if they feel they need two days for that, they 

Lx*. 

then could have hearings on Monday the 2 8th as well as 

a* 

e, 

the 29th and the report v/ill have been submitted. .tT' 

And v/e v/ould then go to the House Floor on lAednesday p"’ 

the 30th, under an open rule, one hour debate, I assume f.- 

for the resolution. • ■ ; . ■' 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. That brings up the xguestion of mechanics 
and preparing, selecting content, approv'ing or having . 
printed the Committee report. I was wondering from a 
time standpoint just hov; long the mechanics v/ould take 
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place, and that could 'be. considerable, the sa^ne ones v;e are 
in position to talk about. 

The Chairman. Anyone have a response to that? r- 

Mr. Devine. We, in the Conunittee, have to determine 

v;hat the content v/ill be. 

The Chairman. Right. 

Mr. Devine. t'So, I do not knov;. ■ 

'is*. 

Mr. Edgar. Much of that preparation vzill be cone b/ 

i 

the Wednesday meeting I v/ould- assume, 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague, 
ilr . Sprague- I would think that v;e could have a draj-t/. 
of a report for this Committee to pass out am.ong you 
for thoughts about it, let us say, this coming Monday at 
som.e point and if you v/ould' give us now some thoughts as 
^to things that you would like to see included in there, v;e ^ 
v;ould include that as v/ell and then from that kind of a 
perhaps either the latter part of Monday or som.e early 
part of the week, we could .get together and do that. We 
could have then a report perhaps to be considered by the ^ • 

Committee by Wednesday. V- 

I do not know v/hat the printing time v/ould be after ^ 



^r..: 



:hat . 



Mr. Devine. We have to give you some direction before ^ 



that about what you fee.- about the contents 



(■' 1 ! 




■Mr. Sprague. If you could give some now, it v.’ould 



be' helpful. 

The Chairman. Also supposedly if that' is presented at iy 
the .Wednesday meeting which v^ould be an additional .part 
of the agenda and then, of course, v?e would allo’w_ the 
necessary time for supplemental views and additional 



views to th 



ioort v;hich provides "each' member a chance 



for any additional viev/s or supplement thereto- p_ 

Mr. Devine. And/or any dissenting. . 

The ChairiTvan. And/or any dissenting, all of that. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if v/e qpuld ask /■■ 

r' 

the STaff, having heard the scenario, whether they have any 
concern about any part of that. 

The Chai-traan. Mr. Sprague. 

Mr. Sprague. . -i.-Ir Chairman , first thing I did v;ant 

a ■ i 

to say vre did have copies of a proposed resolution to ^ 

pass out now for the Committee for you perhaps looking at 
and giving some thought while we are together at this C-- 



c=e 33 xon . 



With regard to, that proposed scenario, it sounds fine- ... 
but,. I v,'ould really think that that aspect dealing with / 

a, public hearing in a presentation by Mr. Lehner and Mr. 
Tanhenbaum is not workable, for the_ reason that what ■ / 

they can say publicly is really almost a rehash kind of 
thing. It is not saying anything — the only things that they 



to 
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can say of significance you heard in the Executive session, 
the other day, things th;it are too rav; and uncorroborated 
for us, to be stating publicly. ?--v 

. ■ l-f-f 

It may have an effect for v/hat you have in mind in ^ 

terms .o . a budget but ft is not v/hat vre can do or ought to 

do. -To not say. those things is only to be saying v/hat? 

That we have to, we v/ant to go up to. Canada, v/e want to |r;-. 

’ 

check hov/ people used these aliases, we v/ant to go out r~ 

and check things in California, that has been said time and 

time again. And a presentation that just is repeati.ng 
i basically v/hat v/ould be questions-:', by anyone v/ho v/ould — ‘Tj. 



initact.! tney nave 



heard it from us before as v/ell. I do not 



knov/- v/hether that meets the bill you have in mind. in fact 



' I reallv cuestion in mv mind v/hether the reaction to 

i " 

j 

;i thatupublicly is v/hat are they doing over and over again. 



thing that you are going to go into, again, if v/e are to 
investigate this, we do not do it by just focusing on a 
thing, v/e really go back to the scenes of these crimes 
and have got to find out v/ho v/as there, v/hat they sav/, 
how to get to that .scene, what happened since? 

I i-lr . Edgarc Would the gentleman yield? 

I 

Mr. Sprague. Yes. 

Mr. Edgar. . I think vou are accurate in terms of 



intojnaation vou could s' fire v/ith the rehashing but let me 




I * ' ■ ■ ■ 

just- share this : That if it was a rehashing that v;as 

focused on v/hat direction, vdnat organizational direc'tron 
v;e- had come and' what direction we plan to go in the future 

I ■ - £ 

In' terms of general leads and mo-ve then to the resolution ^ 

of reconstitution. What I was suggesting is that last halt 

hour was something- like ■ what we did yesterday. VJe had 

Mr. Traficantee there and he was pleading the... 5th i^nend- . |r:;: 

merit. • I think we did- more- yesterday , even vrithout getting ^ 

» 

factual information- sim^ply because it focused again on the 
.fact that v;e- are looking into the issue. And I would think 
that there is at- least' one subpoena that v;e hav^ issued that.-/ 
j may be returnable at that point or one person that might. evei|J^ 

i come at that-ooint to be- interrogated by the Committee, 

1 , ^ 

j or one.- piece of - information and I realize that, in terms 

! of the investigate technique and issues that is not the 
j \fay to go, but I guess I have som>e concern about the scenaritp^- 
{ and choreographt of getting- the committee reconstituted N 

! " ' ■ k 

i and I realize that v/hile vre. do not want a circus atmosphere , 
i ' : 

I wa V 7 ant it to be as content filled as possible, but I ; , 

i ■ . 

I do>abt that v;e will be able to reconstitute ourselves if . /. 

i 

j v;e are not able to demonstrate to the House that Mr. Stokes 

I ^ ' 

{ is now taking the Committee seriously, he is now bringing 

i ■ ' ' 

! the' STaff before it at a public meeting to outline v;here . . 

v/e plan to go in terms of drrecticn, wo. review carefully 



budaet and then we focus un on one issue and incicate 




1 



:his is (joing to bo tho ooursG of the invss uigation i-rom 



now on . 



look into it. 



the pie and thoroughiH 



Tl.e Chairman. Mr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. Could T add one thing to that before yc 



oroceed? 



I agree with you, Dick, the bringing us up to di 



v.'ill anoea; 



as a rehash to those of us who are really immers 



rn it . 



I think you may totally overestimate the attention 
:hat has been paid to this by members of the House. You 



i knov 7 the memters of the House are now tal^^-ing ai.xDut tiiin-;o 

j 

v/hich v;ere currently important, in December or January, 
j . 

; /low, -educating the public is a very, very difficult thing. 
G^ttinc them them focused is a difricult thing. Fationai.i 
ing Mri-Preyer ’-.G budget that he is going to propose is 

t 

i * ^ , 

j going to be a difficult thing. It seems to me that, if 
we are going. to, if we are responsible to the House, we 
ought to be alble to come back to the House and tell them 
v/hy we came up v^ith X number of million: of dollars in 

i the budget and the rationale for that budget nas to 
I depend on two things: (1) 'where have we been? (2) ^here ' 

are we going? 

|i Nov/, quite honestly unless we can tell them that in 
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because they expect that and they deserve that. 

24r. -Sprague. Mr. Chairman. ■ 

The Chairman. 2-Ir. Sprague. 



iy 






Sorry, Mr, Devine. 

Mr. -Devine. I think it vrauld be .a serious error 
if v/e v/ent into simply a rehash of whaf people learned from 
the liarren report, from the Senate Committee .and so forth. ^ 
Perhaos v/e should touch on jUst a fev/ of those tnings in 
passing but in talking to the Staff and to Mr. Sprague, I knc 
that they have literally hundreds of undeveloped, leads . 

piov, if from that group of undeveloped leads you could 
discus |3 generally v/ithout revealing ncimes , dates, times or 
places, that for instance, as I think you told us in 
Executive Session abouti.theiinfomiation of another member 
try'ingj to inform us about a former police officer of long- T" 
standij-ng in a large metropolitan police department, had 
information suggesting these things. /\nd that v-^e have 
another witness in a state that was 'an eye v/itness'-to the 
King or the Kennedy matter that v;as never interviewed by 
either the VTarren Commission or the Senate 

So we get maybe as many as ten undeveloped leads 
that you could get enough of it not .to reveal the identity 
and 'not to disturb the investigation but let people kno'w 
that. My God, they are c---:" to something that is nev; stuff 



^.r- 

■ 

if; 

c,* ": ^ 



V' • 
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just a wild-goose chase, he said. I think tnat is rign.i_. 

Mr. Edgar. I think that is at the heart of what I 
was trying, to say, and that is that the facts of life of 
getting the Comrrdttee reconstituted are the agenda for tne 
next tv/'^ weeks and it is unfortunate,,;; because xt ties 
the hands of the investigators who have these leads and. I 
v/ant to see us reconstituted so that vre do 'not. have to go ■ 
to- the House for another year for money and for another ^ 

two vhars at all in terms of any action in terms of rules 
or anything. 

I think that, if we cannot somehow develop a ^ 

r'-* 

public discussion of the budget, that is not connected v/xJn 
some unkncv 7 n issue but is actually connected v/ith the kind 
of thing that Mr,. Devine is suggesting and .that is 8 or 9 



that We have made . 



■ Now one of the things that could be publxcly announcecc- 
are sp)me of the subpoenas that have been sent to w 

gather information and X think just summarizxng for every 
body,: though it sounds like rehashing to us, it m.ay • 



tive sessions and 'then to focus in on five directions 

ILA 

that v;e-. are chipping avray. in the King investigation and . 
five ithat v/e are chipping av;ay in. tne Kennedy investigation; 
inforrr.ation that is. causing us some concern. 

Now, .. you, asked.. quastic ns . yesterda.y of '4r. Taricantee. _ 



j It seems to me the/c we are going to answer some 

i 

^ I questions that might have the same result / but there are 
^ good reasons to do this, even if you come out v/ith the same 
result, just to lay to rest certain theories, and v/e could 
^ say here are the facts on it, he is right' or he is v;rong 
^ on it and I wonder if v?e cannot, you know, .put enough 

7 questions to be answered without having-' to' suggest v;a. 

^ are going to come up with a sensational nexf^ansvyer to the 
. thing, just that because of credibility of our government, 
V 7 e need to lay them to rest, new questions that the 
V7arren Ccirimi3sion--a lot of that vrauld be rehashing but if 
: WG could suggest somewhere along the line you know triat 

we have witnesses that at least we v;ant to follo'W up on to 
follow up on U' particular question and x raf icanv,ee , 

1%-' for examole-, since he is out there , •-■.and;;i -think- that'-area -i: 



re , 


and;, 'I - think 


: that'-area 


•is 


aid 


in the past 


, maybe 


ji'>' A r," 


hat 


as an area 


that v;e 


h' " 


exp 


lain why 1 he 


was 


c ■ 



called when we say w 



lot' Gctlli-ng othsr psorls who hcivo 



2'- been interviewed- but Traficantee is obviously the kind 

2* of fellov/ you cannot interviev;. So really, to -call him 

22 v;as a responsible action, it was not an irresponsible thing. 

23 IThe Oswald letter to Hunt and so forth is an obvious 
2‘"- thing that is going to have to be ansv;ered some time, so 
2d 1 manv of these things ne-ed to be. ansv;ered. So I v;as 




Mr. Devine. 






Mr. Devine. \;ellr just to oversimply instead of 
^ treating water, v;e shou.ld plow a little new ground. 

^ Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, we can do what 'Mr. Devine 

says and Mr. Preyer and the whole thrust of this. Hov^ever, f 
^ I find that part of the diffiGulty from an investigative 

^ standpoint but a second difficulty is tnat v;hat we have . 

^ done or are doing is being distorted by the media- for v/hatev.^y 
therr reasons are. 

^ I am kind of at a loss here.v^her. v/e are talking about 

vdiat are we to be presenting and in w'hat format, v/hen really 



Mow, what we in fact have as you got at the time 
of the Executive session briefing is some, what I consider 
valuable information which, even at this threshold area, doe:,_^^^ 
*plov; ne'w ground. Must we get to Mr. Delaney and Mr. Latta ow; 
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vdiat are we 


n 




what we are 


12. 




Latta . 




i 

i 

t 

h 


How, > 


14.. 


i 

! 

! 


of the Execi 
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valuable in: 
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*plov; new gr< 


.'7 




on the basil 


1 u 




manner v;hic: 
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b, o V/ Is t b. 3 ] 
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we have doni 
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to read tha 
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Mr. El 
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Mr. -S; 


24 


i 

1 


responding 


2^ 


i 

i 

1' 


saying, hay 



if led P'- 
* 



manner v;hich it scintillates, taking the chance on 

how is the new^s media going to report v?hat it is that 

we have done here, hoping that Mr. Delaney, maybe, is going_ 



Mr. Edgar. Would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. -Sprague. — or maybe has not read it and he is 
responding on the basis of just somebody running in and 
sa.ving, hay /lid- you hear t,hat that Committee dropped that 




they had a v/itness \'ho did not ansv;er questios, and th< 



^nare is a resp 



ponsc, v/ell, they had better do bettor than 



that . 



Chairman . 



Edgar. Would the gentleman yield there, -h 



Mr. Sprague. May I just say one additional thing? 
We have this material, v;e have that, report that' you have 
seen that v;as presented in Executive Session- If a .Mr . 



Delaney or v/hosoever, is so crucial, can’t v/e sit- dovm in 
some fashion v/ith him and get it fually there, not in a 
purified fashion? 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Sprague, I do not think you know 
what this area involves. It involves sitting dov/n with 
‘^the leadership on Monday, sharing that very sensitive dat£ 



It involves 



sitting down on Tuesday v;ith the Rules Ccmmii 



in Executive ■Session, sharing th at sensit ive data, being I 
perceived only by the press as being an exscurive; session - 

Oh." Wednesday , separate 'f rom’ MrC Latta'^andiMr. ’Delaney , 
we have members of Congress, much of the general public, thav 



puts pressure on members of Congress in terms of- th 



-f- rn 1 



votes: for or against reconstitution.. I think that ■ there are 
three different issues. The first issue is wha-t do , you ^ 
say to the leadership and how do vou get the.m oa'-your side 



just nodding your head or 'working for you? li 



Tip O'Mei: 




is not with us on this thing, we lose the votes in the 



S/ 



Rules CoiUiUittee . That is a fact of life. 

Secondly, we have got to say to the Rules Corr.mittee, 
here is the information that we are pursuing in a very 
sensitive v;ay under this very strict condition and share 



V7ith th’^ia tne a. 



ita that has been shared by this ■ comjnittee . 



,! And-, the third part of it is less sensitive than .that and 



question 



\s on the cart of the 



General nembership, the uninitiated Congressman who has 
got to cast a vote or the- uninitiated person in the general 
public, that is putting pressure on th^t Congressman in terms 
of his vote. The Congressman, basically, is sai’^.ng, v/hat 
am I going to get for my money and how much is it going to 
cost, and are there enough unansv/ered questions to pursue 
or should we simply scuttle this and spend the on public 
works or on som.e other issue? 

I v;as. not suggesting that Wednesday's meeting be 
for the Dulaneys ' and .for the Lattas and the Tip O'Neills 
or the Jim Wrights. The Wednesday m.eeting is much more, of 
our public announcement similar to yesterday's session 

9 

that we are serious about the investigation of Kind and 



j Kennedy. Vie a re seri ous enough to of.fer this report and 
; this resolution and this budget, and we have a number of 



tlements of leads, one specific one being to capture their 



imagination . 



Mr . Devine , 



lairrrian 
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’he Chairman. r-h? Devine. 



I i-!r . Devine. This, of course, is net the v;ay to conduct 

i , , ' . ■ 

j an investigation, Mr. Sprauge knov^s that as the Staff Si- 

! does. But v;hat we are talking about today is survival. 

T .e Chairraan. Yes. 

letme inject one additional element for the consider- 
ation of Mr. Edgar-, though,, and it bears upon v/hht Mr. Spragj,_ 

has said and this is just for the purpose of further 

- - 

dialogue on the issue — the news media, there is an additiona. 
pearl v/hen I-Ir. Sprague starts briefing us and making corrnent 

• 

in the open about nev/ v/itnesses and people v/ho were not 

talked to. A fev/ days ago v/hen he, in response to a question*^' 

j ' 

I put to him by me in open meeting, caused reverberations 
j throughout the Congress. What I was trving to obtain from 

I •. ” . r 

i him v/as the necessity for us to go into Executive Session, C- 
i / !■ 

i ' . . jg"' 

!. and I posed a question, v/ould the briefing be. in the nature ^.1, 

of matter that should be undertaken in executive session 

* 

J ■ V. 

j and he, in response to that, said, yes, Mr. Chairman, v/e 

i ' . ’ 

!| will present testimony regarding others who may have been. 



.nvolved, and so on. 

'■ The nev/smedia v;ent v-/ild v;ith that Calls cam;e in 
:rom Canada about the fact, didn’t Sprague sciy this, that 



he has some others — evidence of conspiracy. 



irs and that. '• 



?hey ran v/ild v/ith it. 



the same time it ha.d another reoe 



russion in the Congress, Those v;ho had made Mr. Sprague the 



;sue, used this to say there he is, spouting off at the 







been on the investigation tv;o. days and especially v;ith 



6 / 



Trafcantee being here --we are^.not. just dismissing . his-appea 

! « i-’i ( i v* C • :'!!.■ fvc,. I-' A! i ruv 

£ i L‘ O 



ance . 



liAi Lf.iw 



[! r 

i I ' 



anvwa 



Hr. Sprague. And I Have things toAreport' back on that 

h- n- ■ ■ V • V ; 1 

j L V • ! ' , pr 

V . 

T .o Chairman. Q.K^ we will come back. 

Yes, we are in room 2325 tin'- the Committee Space roo: 
v;hen v;e return. _ ■ L 

Mrs . Burke . What time? 

Mr. Fithian Have the people thing we keep moving 
around just to keep them off balance. 

0 

The Chairman. Room 2325 which is on the third floo: y 

of this building. We v/ill reconvene there irrmsdiately after 
ji the roll call. I v;ill be a little late. I v;ill ask Mr. 

I 

j| 

jj Fryer to ta]:e the Chair. _ 



(Recess . ) 



(The Committee reconvened in Room 2325 Rayburn 
House Office Building at 12:15 p-.m. 



K 






i 




r’n^ir-an ■ Tbi'; CoTT'.mittee v/ill come back to 

?i'ie tuairiiia;! . j-*.- 



orderi. 

V7e are once again in Executive Session and I assume 
all piersonnel in the room are permitted, 
j/ Dodd. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Dodd. . . - ^ 

Doad. Mr. Chairr^an/ I spoke with Chai^an^Du^^^^^ 

OP the floor about the prospects of going before 'the .Rules ■: 
Gonmlttee. He is an-.enable to it and I would like to do it. , 
problem is one of scheduling. One, the Situs Picketing ^ 
bill is up before the -Rules Comlttee at One p.^<l. on ^ 

Monday and they e.rpeot that to take the entire afte.noon, 
if not Tuesday so -he was talking- about Wednesday or so. 

I told hik that I thought the presentation in executive 
session, informal presentation in Executive Session, would 

-not necessarily take any ..more than 4S minutes to an 
hour if we could boil it down in any way and we are trying 
to work out possibly around noon on Monday. We wanted to cl.: 
it with the speaker before he' did anything and will get 

back to me this:.afternoon. He Is very interested in doing 
it. It is really a question of working out the time and 
making sure the Speaker does not have any objections to 

that kind of- a program. ’ ' 

The Chairman. All right. 

?.'r Dodd. He siculd have tim.e , yes- 

The Chairman. .''ine . 
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20 ij 



VJe will just ir.ake , ourselves available. 

At the time v;e recessed, v/e srirl haa 
under discussion as to tUe nature of the agenda -of the publ^ 
meeting,; so we will resume discussion on that point if 
there i re further comments.' 

>!r. Sprague. Hot to belabor the point but I guess 

irhave'a felling as X have said from the investigative stan| 

. , u rrhat Mi"s Burhe and Judge Pi.yer oo.id/^ 
point and I agree with what bur . r- 

T to think of v;hat is being presente 

that it .is very difricult to txtin.t o 

publicly that is meaningful, that does rot get into that 

which ought to not be presented and if we really want to £o,n 
on what Will make a headline and perhaps something that ; 

members of Congress can read, because I think the only 
thing basically that is read is the headline, no. the 
story-. V!e are then subject to the headline wrrter. You knc.; 
ue c’ould present that whole memo from the Executive 

Session. 

YOU know, obviously to do that is to throw away at 
least the immediate efforts in this investigation and I 
find myself-'again wondering whether or not a presentation d 
lessens then that does not' subject us to merely 

headline writer that said almost -do-h-um, ” or ■'nothing new," 
and Whether the risk of that is not greater than the 
potential advantage of something being there that all of a 



21 



22 

1 ! 

ii 

23 il 



!i 

24 ii 



2.T 



sudden makes it look Ixke we 



>e we arc striking pay arm. 




y 
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Secondly, I do find myself wondering to what extent 
the concept of this being of influence to other members 

of Conjgress as meaninful.. . 

kir.d of assumes that the story is reported 
accurate y, it assumes that the members of Congress reac 
the story in its entirety. I question both those assumptions; 
It seems to me that if the thought is to get it out b'ecause ; 
then of the pressure that will oome from the public beck i 

to the congress, the realities are that the people who were ^ 
contacting their Congressmen are primarily those tnat are 
against something, -hose that are for, they wiij, read that | 
but they are not motivated to write saying, you had 

better get this thing througn. 

Even that assumption questions who become the letter- 

^ 'I writers and in addition to that since time is of the essence 
,, i here, I really wonder to what extent whatever xs reporv,ea xn 
the press next week is going to get acted upon that quxcxxy 
by- members of a public that convey their attxtudes xn a 
significant manner to members or Congress vnixen xs goxng 
be the basis' of action that they may take and finally, I . am 
struck by the fact that, let us say that Mr. Latta has ' 

, - • ,-^1 gr ., 0 - has Latta, as I understand it, 

GxprcsS'3Q nriTiSGli o.on.Gnc-s., 

lives with Mr.' Devine, they share an apartment. 



20 I! 

21 

22 

23 !i 
11 



„ ,, YOU know, we have our report, I am willing that it be 

|l 

„ I available to members o; Congress through members of this 



Committee . 
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It seems to me that,, if we are- trying to get to 
thht member, and in fact we may be on the Rules Committee, 

I do not mean him particularly, but, we are happy to have, p- 
let us say, Mr. Devine have a copy of that report one 
evening 'vith Mr. Latta, sit dov;n , read this thing, let' 
us talk about it. 

Nov/ if after he has read it, that does not ’persuade ..y 

hira, I daresay nothing in the paper, nothing that 

you do publicly is going to persuade him. It seems to me tha 
thne effort tl at has to be made again is not just a m.atter of 
the formulation of the questions of the leadersiiaa.p that they . 
or v/hatever memibers of the Congress that this Committee 
things can be important, that they just, hav^e to literally b 
dragged, if that can be done, and set down and a presentation 
made to them. To try to do it through this indirect 

vehicle, I think is just not going . to be effective. HT 

*».. -- 

f 

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian. ? 

Mr. Fithian. Thank you. 

I would not want Mr. Sprague to operate under the delu-'... 
sion that v/e were- going to rely on the Washington Post recon-. 
stituting us, nor that v/o were going to rely on this 
next ^i/ednesday meeting reconsti tuing us. At the earli.est M”" 
opportunity, later in -the session here, I am prepared to ■ 
present a plan for the politics of this in terms of getti.ng ’ 
the required votes . 
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Hov/ever, I would say, and there is a great eeal of 



accuracy in what you say DOtn in terms of tifning anc 

k’. ' 

all the rest. The one thing that attraced me to . Mr . Edgar's ^ ■ 
proposal v;as that the two or . three public meetings that 
we have had, even regardless of how badly Lardner had 
reported -them, and he has reported them pretty badly, ha^"e 
nonetheless to erode the feeling generally held by many 
xnsinbGrs of tho Kouss that v/e really have not done anytriing** 

It is to the question, v;hat have you 'done ■ since . 
you have been constituted last October, v;e are precious ^ 

hard to corr^e up with anything v;ithout going into leads v/hic h ^ 
v;e cannot talk about. The very fact tnat the Conmituee 
is meeting in an orderly process , it is oeing briej-ed by 
its tv;o investigators for each saide, v/hether that is a 
j US ti f ica tion for the report that v/e are now going to sub.Mit 
or whether we figure out some other v/ay of "justifying what 
they are doing, v/e then move to orderly uiscussion of the 
budget and so on. . 

These are things v/hich, if they are occurring, tend _ ;; 

i 

to transmit almost by rote training to other Congressmen 

f 

that the npriTLal functions are being perionTieci, that is that' 
the. Committee is discussing its report. The Committee . 

* r ~ 

is discussing its budget, the Committee is discussing the 
things that justify it continuing to spend its time. 

All of these thine s are co-mmon am.ong the members of hhe^ 




“7 



1 ! House. They do' not appear as much in the paper, they 

2 i certainly do not appear ^is anything to investigators, t am 



;ure of that and 



they do. not swing a deal that thsylwil: 



'.•ore ag 



ainst this resolution--if Sam Devine sat dov/n with ^ 



DeLatta for six hours, he is not going to vote for this, unl« 
Mr. Stokes has any magic that I do not know of. ' -h' /r . 



The Chairman.' I do nt have any. ' _ , 

Mr. Fithian. -I still intend to inquire as to how 



can proceed and we have to discuss the budget at 



! some tim.e and whether or not v;e cannot use this public 

i . . 

j ■ ^ ■ ■ 

I session on V7ednesday as a demonstration that v;e are vrorking, 

* qr 

* * 

we are proceeding on in anorderly fashxon. 

Mr. Sprague. I certainly would not disagree with 

1 

anything you said, all I do v^ant to emphsize is that 
while I do not know the result of it, Mr. Devaney had 

i ^ • • . . , : . ■ r 

rav'self and Mr .Tannenbaum and Mr. juehner last night meet ETT' 

I I 

vvith some people, members of Congress — they are not particu-p' 

r... 

I i- 

larly enamored v;ith this Committee and the purposes v/ith M 

j meeting v/ith them maybe that v;hen they heard something, 

v/hon they sav/ the ‘kind’ of personnel that v;e had, that their 
attitudes m.ight change and whil,e I do not deal in asking 
people for commitments, I v/ould say that as a result of just^" 
i that getting together, here v;ith some people who have been . rM.. 
I strong", opponents , who by the end of it gave pretty good 



indication that thd'y migrit perhaps be changing 



tn-exr m.inas. 







Nov7, to do, V7hat ycu say from a cosmetic sense, J 

I 

and a soothing sense, I understand that but I guess I am |- 
focusing on v;hat really v;ill help get a job done. 

Mr. Edgar. Would the gentleman yield? 

I was not going to say too much coming back since 
the ide... was shared this morning but I think that it is very |n 

import S-ii't to lock a.t the psycho logy, of V7ne.t v/e a.re abocLu* 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

And I think that Mr / Fithian is exactly right in that the f 

public and the Congress have to be reinforced that the / 

Committee isiin control and that the Committee xs pursuing | 

the investigation in an orderly fashion. k; 

. # . ■ I' 

No'w, I think that you do have competent investigators [, 

i 

r 

that have briefed us and I guess at the heart of my * 

suggestion,- and I think Mrs. Burke perhaps has a better idea, 
and that is, after we review the report, it seems to me that ^ 
a public session is in order- to have that report revealed, 
discuss the budget, discuss what direction the coromittee — 

f., ' 

is going to go in four or five or ten or whatever possible km 
directive leads that we are heading on in a general v;ay f p. 

and I think that you:.kaov/,iit.sshould- not be misunderstood 
that we intend this public session to be a session wriere v/e 
are, in fact, going to change the minds ^f a lot of 
Congressmten on specific issues but I think the public ^ 

meeting should be' perceived as a pviblic affirmation that the*"" 
Committee is erious, as v.'ell as tool v/hereby we follow 
that up with specific acuion through the. "Dear Colleague'' 



of my 



a better idea, 
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!0 ! 



!0 



i 

12 ! 



I 

13 



letters and through specific discuusions with those ^ 

oerson sharing in more detail the kino of 

Congressrr^en xn perbuu 

information that you have shared in smaller settings. 

I think, if we go, between now and the 30th of March, 

r^r^^l\r v/ith p^ivats discussiono 

only wi'h private settings, only with, p- 

^ind ou^s'^lves on. March '30 shy of 
with Congressmen, we may xxnd ^ 

some votes because we have not given the general' , 

congress the impression that the Gommittee is working ' -i 

actively and pursuxng it- 

.. c-m-aanp ' s i nvestig&ti^^ shills 
?nd with respect to tu:. Sprague s -n 

and I think investigation beyond the 30th should proceed 

as aggressively and in depth as possible, but the psychology^ 

in the next two weeks is important and I think we need 

r.-. p Rules Cemmittee and 

both xn-dpth dxscussxouwxoh i-n<- Ru 

the leadership and the in-depth discussion with Congressmen - 

at the sam,e time we are perceived in the , public media 

as being about our business. 

Mrs. Burke. I have just been thinking abou,. 

report language. When I suggest that I have no pride of ^ 

^ T 'nm throwincT it 

authoriship, it may not make sense so l am gusc ^ ^ 

out. and one thing I was thinking is rha. we - . 

' - of documents that have been reviewed as I underst, 

ths nuiTcDSP ot aoeUx..- — 

there are .800' classified ' docum.ents of -which 112 

• a ht- that we have been unable to review 

have been revxewea bux mna ^ _ 

f , 1 --,-,- of access because of the security 
other because of a Ic-... ox 



M 1 



5 !i 




problera and the delay ir- FBI allov/ing us to get 



theip. . 



Second, I v;as thinking about on the v/itncsses, a state- 
ment like this, have interviewed blank number of v;itnesses, 
blank number of whom have testified or given" 'statements 



money/or: contend that they misrepr esented the ir 
^testjjTioi^^ duress, or fear or, something^^^ ike^^tha^. ’ 

Have interviev^ed blank number of police officers p- 

or former intelligence agents who wish to give information 
they had w’ithheld because of v/hatever reason and v;hat I 

rr'k 

am trying to do is to go in a direction of v;here^you indicate^'- 
the new things v/ithout getting bogged dov;n in detail. 

I think it is true, we have a number of police officers 
intelligence officers vjho have come forv/ard and who x-zish 
to give it. ’ 

I think that gives seme credibility — '.witnesses x-/ho 
have appeared before the Narren Commission who testi fed to p. 

r 

« t ' ' 

one thing and who since have changed it has the aura of 
new ground. I'ram.-tim'’ing':to think of things that I r.-. 

can suggest for the report. ' , ’ i'' ' 

The Chairman. I can appreciate that. I v;onder if v;e 

** **” r 

might not have Mr. Tannenbaum, Mr. Lehner or both . 

respond to Mrs . Burke ' s suggestion in terms of . xvhether ’ ' 

the report might be able to help. Hr. Lehner. 



Hr. Lehner. Sure. I think that v/e can do v/hat has bee 




‘ suggested but I do not chink v;e could do it at much length 

2 in a public setting., I think when you talk about 45 minutes 

3 I v/ould have to do a little "soft shoe dance"- in the middle ..... 

' A- 

* of it. I think what Mrs. Burke has suggested is something 

5 that can be worked out and it can be done in outline form but 

6 I would not v/ant to. 

7 Mrs. Burke. I am talking about repor-t language. I . 

i ^ A 

S j really have novk gotten to the public thing, just report 

• I ■ ■iiL 

7 language . 

Mr. Lehner. I think that definitely can be worked out 
and can be done for the record as v;ell.- It has to be done 
^2 I so that we are not, it doesn.'.t look as if we ere intentional l'^_^ 
giving information v/hich an investigate reporter ushing his 
research and using his intellect, can get to exact ‘ ■ people 

15 I who were involved in this, that is something we have to 

^ „ i r-' 

16 be very careful cliO Oil'll * }„T-i 

Obviously, v;e will be discussing that before v;e report > 

f:. 

back to you next. k 

FT*-. 

The Chairman. Mr. Tannenbaum, do you want to respond. 

20 Mr. Tannenbavim. If you v/ish, sir. • M 

21 The Chairman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tannenbau-m. I think that I agr-^e v.'ith Mr. Finley — 

2j I think that Mrs. Burke’s suggestion should be done both in 0 
,24 j the report and in a formal briefing, I think as far as 
2-5 j our investigation is concerned, you can just look at the brief' 







?u 



which is now outside, and see the areas that 



■nemo 



we really hit --.ea< 



of you can do that yourself. I arn 



prepared to do • that and have something submitted' to you: 



consideration tO' shovr you just v/hat we are talking about ^ 
as far as a public briefing is concerned, because there 
really are new areas thathave not been touched upon and that 
■is really one thing that perhaps we ought to do, let the 
people know' vzhat nev; areas are as v^ell . . I am looking ^ 

beyond really the members of the Congress but I think perhap; 
the people should know what ' the new -areas are that we 

r 

are involved 'with . . ^ , 

• ^ / 

As far as the proposals concerning the public „ 



ion, I re-emphasize something we stated about a vreek and 



a half ago in the Capital room and that is that it is imper- 
ative it seems - to me that the briefing memorandum and 



■tnc' sue stance 



earuxe; 



possible opportunity because, as we are all 



v:ell aw'are , if that is done, one would be hard-pressed 



w'hen seeing that miemorandum, and its' contents , to vodte agaxnd 
this Committee on .'substantive grounds. So I think that _ , 



as far as we are concernecj, v;e can at a public session not 
give up anything as far as investigate process will be if 



indeed wo are continued, we v;ill not be giving up 



an’ything and yet we 'will be able to outline the 



interested in. 



areas we 
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The Chainaan. I wonder if I could pose a question 
to Kr. Fithian and to Hr. Edgar for their response. 

One of ray major concerns here having 'ndeavorcd to 
display to the Congress. in the picture of disarray that they 
had of t’ve Coaunittee , that the Committee is nov? perfonaing 
the function of a comardt tee and rather that havingco.ur 

kit.- 

feeling- that we have made some--v;e have gained some ground ■ p 
in that direction, the Congress now feels the Committee is , — 

hack v 7 here it ought go hein terms of the Chairmanship 
and the Committee, that v;e refocus attention of the m.edia on 
Staff, v 7 hether it be Mr. Sprague or v;hether it baa Tannenbaum 
or Lehner, that we are once again putting statements of >-■ 

the STaffs, I wonder if we couldnt work this out in a way 
where the Committee in its report sets forth exactly vrhat yoi 
are talking about in terms of a public presentation but it 
is coming from the committee in terms of developing v.-’hat -CC 
has come to the Committee by way of investigation. 

That the Committee at public session discuss their 
report. (Mrs. Burke leaves.) 

It v/ould seem to m.e that you are putting the focus 
where. it ought to be rather than just on staff and being 
in the position where the media once again runs away 
v;ith the Staff situation. 

Mr. Fithian. I think we could do that in focus 
on the Committee. 



U: ■ ■ 
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I would like vo have the corroborative strength 
of our at least raising a question of Mr. Lehner and Mr. 
Tannenbaum, you know, v/hether this Committee report we -are 



going with nov/ is either accurate or whether that tells all 



iprr;. 



the/ unclassified part of the story, or in other words. 



k ; • 



I think there should be some dialogue. I think it v/ould 
look a little artificial if v/e v/ere just, I am hot 
sure., just thinking out' loud, it would look a little artifici/'t 
if just discussing- it' among ourself — 

Mr. Edgar. Will the gentleman yield. 

The Chairman. Mr. Edgar.- 

Mr. Edgar. One way to handle that, I think the directio 
to go v.-ould be to lave the two task force Chairmen, 'Mr. Faunt- 
roy and Mr. Preyer, make the actual prepared report 
statem.ent, but I think that we ought to highlight the fact 
that we do 'have t-.-ro investigators vdio are x-;orking full time r^- 



J ■ 



on these t'w-o assassin ation s and perhaps as a result of 



-PS 

- - -- . - 

■ 

their giving the statements, we then could turn to ^Ir.Tanilen■j, 
baum, Mr. Lehner and you know, clarify any questions 

V.,, 

we have of the reepors that are made. I have no feeling , j- 
that that .-eould be part of the choreography of the i- 

meeting. I feel very strongly that we need the public 
direction. ■ ' .-V" 



Mr. Fithian. I like the idea. 



and v/ould sucoort i 






I like the idea 
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The Chairman. Why don’t we then , v;ith this in laind, 
have the staff work on the report, to see waat we can come 
up V7ith in a few days. Hov/ long do you think you v;ould 
need to v;ork that up? 

Mr. Sprague. Well-, hov/ about by Monday afternoon? 

The Chairman. Is that ' agreeable to the Committee? 

Mr. dodd.. Yes, I v;ould suggest that we be prepared 
for like noon on Monday, if the thing v;ith the Rules Comitt' 
workout out, I would assume at that session — 

Mr. Frier. Well, you could do that with the mem.orandu!"'^ 
you have got right nov; , couldn't you, that is a confidential; ' 
memorandum. 

Hr . Dodd . Yes . . ■ 

The Chairman. Ye$ we really v;ant to give them the ““ 
‘Executive material. We have that. 

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, could we move on if that is - 

I 

agreed that Monday tney-'wbuld’'.beothef e^'andireceiverther t 
report from the Staff on some of those other issues. ' 

The Chairman. Fine. h 

We need the resolution. _ ' ■' 

Mr Sprague. Mr. Vlolf. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. .Yes, Hr. Dodd.- ^ 

Mr. Dodd. Have xvg finished our briefing? We have 
still got a little more to do on that. 



have v;e not? 




of reasons, I think it is a good idea to include this languac 
although it certainly may add some controversy that you knov/ 
v;e could delete if it v;as being deemed politically necessary 
The reasons I think it should be included are for example 
on litir-atioh against the Executive Branch for access to 
classified documents or whatever — technically if v/e issue 
a subpoena, the Committee does , the- Executive Branch determini. 



to not comply with that subpoena. The Committee , the Staff 
of the Committee can then not take any action as; a. ■.commit- 
tee against the Executive Branch, it must go to the U.S. 
Attorney's office to procure a contempt of Congress. Again 
there m^ay be a problem involved n the lititation 
against the Executive if it involved either the Justice 
Department or one of the intelligence agencies. 

Other examples of the type v.'here this w'ould. be neces- 

f 

sary are, for exaraple, the suit that sealed the King 
tapes that v;ere made by the FBI , the District Court 



ordered those tapes sealed for 50 years in the archives, I 
believe, about a month ago-. Nov/ the provision 

of that order says the only exception is if there is a 
valid order of the Court ordering access to those tapes. 

Well, the Committee does not have standing in the 
current Resolution to- go to Court and get a resolution 
to the Court and get those tapes. The same would be true-- 
the statute restricts access to Grand Jury minutes 
if you apply for order of -tt.e Court, you can have access 
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and again t he Cominittee -vould not have, standing just by 

the v/ords to require by subpoena or othsr'.'/ise . /mother 

err- 

; • t.; 

important possible advantage to this is realistic ally^ it t.h,. 
gives the Corriinitee a procedure that could procure contempt 
o£ an c^cer without going to the entire House. This 
proceduraily would arise, for example, by the issuance of a 
subpoena if a motion to quash that subpoena was then 
filed, the Committee in that court could get a Court order ' 
directing that it was a valid subpoena and .directing 
the parties to comply v/ith that subpoena. 

* *,!-• 

If the party then failed to comply with that subpoena 

jewsw" 

they then could be found in contempt of that Court order v;hi 

held that it v?as a valid subpoena. 

So, it w”ould avoid the necessity, if it v;ere desired, __ 

of going to the Congress or the House for resolution of the i-"' 
^ y 

House to find someone in contempt for not complying 

- 

i'* 

with a subpoena, itnd the Watergate, the Senate Watergate—.|; ■. 
CoiTimittee had these provisions , analogous provisions, not t-' 
this verbatim language. 

Now, the other types of insta: c .s where, you knov;, thi' • 
type of language I think v/ould be desir'ble is if you v/anted.V, 

w- ' 

injunctive relief. For example, the rooming house . in Memphis^ — 
is boarded up cind there v;as sorae question a leongh or two 
ago' vdiethcr th£it was not going to be torn down for Urban 
P.enev,'al or other purposes. The Committee has no authority 
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to prevent that for ever. an» a-onth 

Oh_..onth or too months dr just 

you)aiovv, to have a viev of 

of the scene or things of that 

nature. 

again this just gives the authority of the 
Cemmittoe to cm r- r. 

o.m.-e / — iaosuits 

- -..o appir cations to secure other information. ' 

''Ir. Fithian. fir. chairman. 

Chairman. Kr.‘ Fithian. 

'■hr. Fithian. Is this unprecedented in f ' ^ 

^tfnucu xn tne House? 

, j not know f -P .if- < 

^ ^^py:ecedented , if 

'-IS, .t would be my answer, I do ot Pno--; o' 
that had It I. ,no w 

n arose because as I said, the Senat= “ 

-hergate resolution I thinP that the most recent instance 

; Sirrca,after 

;. ^ committee had authority to sue, th.-i 

- a separate question which may or mav -o. . , 

the line 'u-nh^ • • ' ' ' “ 

-a ch.r wnrch would be the jurisdiction Of a 

District court to- entertain these types of in ■ 

ri-'-o or Isv/suits. 

in the Senate Case thcT- 

/ i-re IS a jurisdictioraT 

^>-a.uU^e passpr^ -h -1 -K 

■ ; • ® providing that for-’ 

ts now havp l* 

. . ■ -^^^tron and that was passed as a 

outgrow-tn of the Senate Watergate Committee ease B 

we would no- no 1 • . • ■ ■ 

Durxsv.a.icL.ion 'in all ing-r-ino 
- instances m tho 

l^istrict Cout-t T~ 

hecause Mtto i 

e L.nio languge bas-'enTT^-' ■ 

y oc.^_cally gives you 
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authority to sue so it v7ould be applicable to state 
courts sorr^etimes of Dist.rict Court suits perhaps not all — 

Mr. Fithian.I vrould be interested in- either the -.r-. 

Chairman or. Judge Preyer's reaction to this. I find that 
it is wholly nev; terrain to me but it may be that I .am too 
new around here. ; . 

Mr. Preyer. Yes, it is new to 'me , too,. 

Did the Parliamentarian bring on this or did he? p 

■ P" 

Mr. Wolf. Yes he read it this morning. He said he 
understands that certainly is a valid reason the -Resolution 
as drafted is questionable at bast, whether it vrould have 
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that authority and it is a political decision v/hether you 
want to ,in elude it. He .understands the legal reasons 
for including it and, as I say , he was the one that s-uggeste 
that kind of language just introducing that sentence to 
^meike it clear that it relates back to HR 222 for 
purposes of carrying out H REsolution 222. 

Mr. Preyer. Most people around here, when you 
asK them wnat tney thmk about a resolution! technxcal 
aspects, they just say what does the Parliamentarian say, 
and if he gives it. his blessing, I would .not think it 
would. cause any trouble. 

But I am not familiar, with that, are you? 

The Chairman.- No, the only problem I see here, 

J'udge , is the interjection of anything new here givas-- 
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Mr. Prayer. I hate to raise a new House issue 
for the House or Brown to quarrel about. 

The Chairman. You recall before they raised phraseolo 
gy there--' ■ 

Mr. Preyer. New pov/ers and all. ^ 

T.ie Chairman. The new pov/ers, right. 

Did Bill Brovm seem to feel that--I assuiried- you ■ 
talked to Bill. J. 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. •' " 

The Chairman. That, in the absence -of this 

provision that you have real serious legal difficulties 

. . . , * 1 

rn terms of injunction relief. >■ 

W 

Mr. Wolf. Yes. 

The Chairman. And in other court procedures. 

Mr. Wolf. lie thought it xvould be doubtful, that is n 

,right. ■ t 

r 

Inother , v^ords , it is not conclusive but the. language, “ 
specific language in our Resolution was construed by the 
Supreme Court in 1928 in the Reed Case and they specifically- 
found that there v/as no authority to bring lawsuits just by - 
tiae language to require by subpoena or otherwise , evidence. 

The Chairman . What v/as the dnalogc is language in 
the Wa'tergate resolution? ; 

Mr. Wolf. The Watergate resolution, I do rot have 
the specific language here, provides that they could require 

a 

by subpo-ana or order, aril then they specif ically . made 
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extensive reference .to the Executive Branch because that-' 
is specifically vnnat they were concerned 'xith in the Water- 
gate Resolution, orders detemrining that the Executive 
Branch shall do, the follov/ing. 

The Chairman. Is there reason v/hy we chose 
different language? 

iMr. V7olf. I just thought it was more concise. That sj-. 
went, on -for almost a page, just about Executive Branch. 
Departments a.nd then -repeated the language, saying "or any c 
person or persons." 

Jr-v-; ■ 

Fithian. Mr.' Chairman. * 

The Chairman . Mr? Fithian. 



t:- ■ ' 

I 

pKSrjn 



Mr. Fithian. I v;onder if v:e might not be able to 
incorporate in that sentence something the House is a 
little more familiar with xv’hich is already in II. .Res. 222 ar-.... 
that is the subpoena power and just by language and grammatim 
cal construction could not work.-.in ^ you know, to state tn 

in addition to the subpoena power or as an extension of the r.‘" 
subpoena pov?er the committee shall, in other 'words, somehow ■ ■ 
tie it to something the House is very used to with subpoenadj 
Zir. Wolf.. It is a trifle difficult because this realih' 
does not relate per se to the subpoena pew’sr because it is 
an extension. • ■. 

I-lr. Fithian. As Franklin Roosevelt once said., 
can't you just weave it in? 



Mr. Wolf. Yes, ue. ca.i try to make that clear but v/ant . 




to make clear that 
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It is not a part of the. Subpoena 

power . 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman. • 

' V'* V 

The Chairman. Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Did' the parliamentarian refer you to any ot 
instance — you mentioned Watergate Committee, how 'about 
the House Impeaclunent Panel.-' 

Mr. Wolf. I . do not believe they had this in but pvh 

r " 

I a.m not sure. ; 

Mr. Dodd. Anyother precedent at all that you are 
av/are of . . 



Id 



Mr. Wolf. No.' Like I said, in 1928 the Supreme Court h-'’ 
case just found, did not have authority absent something 
like this and I do not believe the Committee went back 
to get a further grant of authority. ^ 

Mr. Fithian. . What kind of difficulties co' v;e get f’-' 

be 

into if v,-e do not have this in-. there and you get on 
the wav six months ■ and ■ decide that for whatever reason 

** r- 

you need this? 

f. 

Mr. Wolf. Th'eeonly -difficulty is you have to go back ; 
to the House . .1 

MiT -■ Fithian . But I feel so mucii ...afer, once we : 

get beyond the reconstitution resolution. 

t 

Mr. Wolfe. Sure there is no oroblem just amcndinc 
that could alv/ays be done just amending the resolution 
dovm the road to give you this power. 




CN 



The Chairinan. Judge Preyer.v;as just mentioning to 
me that that it might be v/ell for us to consider talking 



to the Rules Conunittee counsel regarding this because he 
shares with me my apprehension that once we open up a new 
area for them, ■ it just' adds to our present problems. 

Mr. Wolf. Certainly, V;e can pav;s this without that 
.and in the event v/e needed that, you know, four or five 
months dovm the road, just introduce that as. an amendment 
and perhaps you would have a specific purpose as v/ell. 

The Chairman. Then why don't v;e , as unanimouc consent 
strike this provision so v;e do not encounter thig additional 
difficulty? 

1 

I4r Code. I v7ould,if you do not need a second 

! 

unanimous consent request but follov; along your rule as 
v.'all, and check the Rules Comraittee counsel to find out 

I . • ' 

; v/nac you >:now , vrhat the status v/ould be in tem\s of a : 

I : 

i ■ . ■ . 

nev; resolution coming up and v/hat v/e have to do to handle t : 

... I 

r 

but I agree vrith you, Mr. chairman. ; 

The Chairman. All' right. Why don ' t you do that and 
then give your report back to us at the next meeting? 

i " 

I xlr . '^Wolf. O.K. and the last section 4 just 

makes it 'cisar.-'interira funding in HR 11 v;hich by its . ' 

I 

I own teriris, does expire March 31 ,make3 it clear no limitation: 
I either express or implied in that v7ould apply to the ' 

i ■ . . 

|| Ccmmrttee arter the . 31st of .March. 



neces.sary, toe 
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Mr. Molf- He thought it was not absolutely 
lecessary but because H. Res. 11 expires by its own terras', 



on the oth 



her hand, he said vrithout that the last sentence 



H.Res. 222 states that the provisions of H. Res. 11 shall rh' 



doesnot apply, the restrictions detailed in there might by 

implication, and. he thought it v;as a good idea just to mahe . 

it explicitly clear he did not think any controversy-- 

. . ' ■ n— 

■but to make it clear after the 31st, is off the books and 
any implication regarding 1!" i.s rff the books. 

The Chairman. 7\ny further questions? ^ 

All right, then you v;ill report back at our next 
meeting regarding this other aspect of It. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague. 

Mr. Sprague- If I may request some guidance from tne ^ 
Committee going back to the report a moment^ how does the 

Committee v/ant the m.atter of the problems that v;ere y- 

iC. 

created after ' commencement as a result of the.-.impadiments 
and the financial limitations and the •■problem of the . c 

preyious Chaiinnan, treated in this ' report? T’'. 

The Chairman. Ignored, I would say, conuletely. V:-. 

P- 

Mr. dodd . Benign neglec't. . 

The Chairman. Yes, 



That deplorable- expression. 




o u 



Mr. Fithian. 1 am not sure v;e should not say that. 

I v/ould have to think s’oout it, but we might v/ant to. conside 
sayint something to the effect that for a period of time I 

V 

t' 

we v/ere denied access to the FBI’s CIA materials or 

r 

soertithing like that. Although that comes to sound like 

an apology for non-performance. 

Mr. Edgar. I do not knov;. • ^ 

■ ■■ ' t 

The Chairman. If the gentleman would yield to' me, I J 



think:’ it is important when v;e m.eet v/ith the Rules 
Comm.ittee, to at the outset recite for them the state in 



which this Committee ■ found itself up until a we^k ago when 



I the Committee began to try to function as a committee. 

I 

I I tnrnk, it is important for thera to reali7:e that v;e had a 
j Staff here of investigators v;ho v;sre unable to investigate. 



YOu had a staff unable to make teleohone calls back 



:o 



nesses v;ho v/ere proffering testimony to thi 



3 ccmmitree. 



That you had a staff that v;as unable to travel anin-;here to 

V 

investigate . I ~ 



I think this is a part of what you have 



done and 



why you have not. And that they have taken it to a total ap-.- 
praisal of where' v/e are 'nov/. y 

Mr. Dodd. I v;ill agree. I just thought I understood 
— n the guesuioning of .Mr. Sprague referring to any reference v 
to the former chairman or why this occurred. ' ” 

The Chairman. None of that. 



Mr. Dodd. I v/ould i-.ot --^ant to see in the recort at all- 
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I think the niimbership of the House is fully av/are 
of the reasons and I think if we outline those reasons 
as for the Sta'ff's inability to perform at a hundred percent'" 
everyone knows v;hy, I do not think we need to go- into -- 

the report to make any reference whatsoever to the former 
Chairman's actions, our actions as a response to his actions 

I just think we ought to leave that out of the report ‘-7 

- yx 

entirely . U:~ 

. r~ 

The Chairman. Sort of. as we discussed this morning 
that the Committee, thewsense of the Committee was that 
we report hearings that began'-withuthe present (Jhair's chaif~' 
manship and sort of rproceedin that sair.e way as regards • 

the report. 

Mr. Prayer. I agree that we never should mention any 
names or somie personalities but I v/ondered if v/e do not 



at least want to make a point that things are different ncv; 



<TZ 



from the circus that was portraved earlier and that v;e b-t 

are now proceeding in an orderly businesslike way — drop 

. v=~ 
an . \ 

the hint that the charges about being a circus, but these no"-" 
longer apply. That is one of the things, we had to try to • w 
combat that everybody is going off in different k,” 

directios but as a matter of fact, it was one person really ili: 
going off in different directions but I think that atmos- 

iT^- *■- ■ 

phere of a circus ‘:is one of the hard things v;e have had to 
try to kick and I do ot chink there is anything v;rong with 
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suggesting, that v;e have that behind us nov; and that we 
are proceeding in an orderly way. 

Maybe v;e can be , a little sublte about v/hy it is 
behind us nov; but I think v;e should give some sense that 
things a :e changed. 

Tne • Cnairman . In the report, ■ 

dr. Preyer. Doing rt diplomatically that is 

all. 

Wr. Dodd. If the gentleman would yield. I v;ould be 
rnteresued in seeing language, I would just be concerned 
tnat in trying to be subtle — some members of the Slouse are 
very sensitive to this chairmanship role' and — 

xhr. Preyer. I am afraid I am going to have to leave 
Hr. Chairman. ‘ 

The Chairman. ?J.l right. 

There is nothing further then on Mr. Sprague's quest 
so v;e will turn to the matter of— well, there are two 
things, one Ha:. Sprague would be further briefing by you 
regarding yesterday's hearing. Secondly, I understand 
you have some ' additional data to bring to our attention 
regarding both investigations through Mr. 7a-nenbaum and 
Mr. Lehner, right. 

Mr. Sprague. That is correct . - 

The Chairman. And- since one of the -matters is only 
presentee by you in the absence 6 the Staff, I suppose we 
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v;ill proceed then v/.'’ th r'he Lehner-Tannenba’4m presentations. 






Mr. Sprague. Fine. 

The Chairman. Is that O.K? 
Fine, you may proceed. 
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Mr. Sprague. go ahead. 

iir. Lehner. . I fir.'st should report that I have been in 
contact wxtn Mr, Kxrshaw, the attorney for Mr. Ray, and he har— 

consented to us atpearing at the prison to take a statement 5 
frcni him — Mr,. Ray. 

■Mr. Kxrshaw asked for certain items , and I think we have 
I ^a-.xsfxea hxm. He, one, wanted the testimony of Mr. Ray tako'-^- 

in a habeas corpus proceeding. I sent that to him by mail y- 
yesterday. 

Two, he wanted access to the DEI reports, and I prepared 
a l<,t^er j_ox’ him explaining how he could get acce:;^s through 
the rreodom of Information Act. 

The only other request is that we have an open-minded 

'"1 

jiinvestxgation as to conspiracy or lack thereof, and Mr. Ray's 
iparticipation or lack thereof, and I have assured him that the 
j|cop’.mittee has that openmindedness. 

r/e are contemplating going to the prison next Tuesday. 

|e hcivs Oxscussed thxs with Hr. Fauntroy tentatively ^ Mr. 
bprague, myself, and our chief investigator, Mr. Evans, would 
be goxng there with one of our reporters who could take a . 
verbatim account. 

i. ■ 

I . r V j_r S cl V. 3 *t 2. "t G S h G \‘Ja.X\~cS "t O l) 21'' t i C i D 2 1T G in tl h. P - 

questxoning. I have assured him that, he would be able to. . i 
I arp. sure we will also, be able to supp.ly hi.m with a 
transcript of this statement after it is given. 
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We also intend to ask for a v7aiver of ■ privilege between 
Nr. Ray and all of his counsel, at that session.- Ke has alrea 
given us a vraiver as to Nr. Foreman. We then intend to spe ak 
to all ^ of his pri^ counsel and get statements from them . h 
I am particularly interested in speaking v/ith Mr. rkiyne 
who is the first attorney that Mr . Ray had; and I think thot 
from prelim.inary indications Nr. Haynes might be able to 
crivp us some valuable information so that we may be able to b 
either corroborate or repudiate parts of Mr. Ray's account to 
us . 

We then-v;ould be in a position to report back to the 

9 V. 

committee the transcript of the statement, v/hatever inter-/ i evm ' 
we have had with counsel, and then be able to discuss witti th 
committee v;hat areas of investigation you would like us to 
pursue prior to having Nr. Ray appear at an open session. ^ 
i Kis attorney stated that he is vrilling to tesvify in 

public session to us. ■ 

1. Okay. Questions? L”' 

Mr. Chairman, I think that just the fact 
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Ed 
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that 


they 


ha 
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the 


kind 


of 


thi 


the 


content 


of 



place J Is there, a problem with that? 

The Chairman.' Ho. As he spoke, I thought that well 
might be in the nature ol what we could substitute for what 
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you had in mind, since it presented the investigative problem 
to them that i-re discussed in detail. 

Would you' be back Wednesday? ■ ^ 

Mr. Lehner. V/ell, v/e hone to, yes. 

The Chairman. Pursuing Mr. Edgar's point .and having in 
mind v/hat they have in mind in terms of publ.ic and colleague 
consumption, I suppose, leaves a lot of conjecture to this 
point that — do you see making a public .report regarding yqu-''-"-'' 
interview? 

Mr. Lehner. Well, I think we could make a report, the 
fact that the interview vzas. conducted; and I don'^- know if the... 

■ 

cormmittee would want to get into substance at that stap-e. I’ ■ 
think it might be looked upon as seeking publicity at maybe a 
II premature stage of the investigation. 

The Chairman. We might, Mr. Edgar, even though we -would 
receive, it in executive session on Wednesday.- subseauent to ir:: 
the executive session have the public session dealing with th<.%. 
budget, in which, through some of the colloquy Ihere , it would y. 
be tied into our executive session without the: public having ' 
read it all. . , 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman -- 

The Chairman. Mr. Fauntroy? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I .will' be of the view that the interview ''; ■ 
sho-uld go forward, vrithout, of course, members of the committe’^' 
being there. The staff vw:uld report to the committee on what .. 
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it had learned, and recommended what actions the committee 
ought to take, and then at that time we vjould reach a decisio - 
as to when to go public, probably in the course of the announiy' 

fk- 

ment of an action., a hearing, although from my; point of view ^ 
at this ^'ime Ray is about the fifth or tenth v/itness I want 
to talk to in a. hearing. 

I would like to do . a lot more work beforehand y there- 
fore, I wondered' whether it would do any harm to at least ^ 
• admit at this ..time that we are sending staff to Tennessee nex 
week for preliminary discussions with Mr. Ray. 

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague? ^ 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, acting on what Mr. Fauntroy 
said, it did bring to your attention that it has been brought 
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15 i 
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to my attention that Mr. Kirshaw apparently announced yester- 
day that members of the staff here were coming to interview Ft 



13 






Ray. So, one, there is no reason v;hy , as a matter of fact 
you, 'as chairman of this committee, ought not to make any 
announcement you want to make. 
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Secondly, it seems to me perfectly appropriate that a.ft' 
the interview -- and I look upon this really is an initial 
interrogation of Ray, a threshold one of many t o be held, *'■ 

i*> - 

almost just hearing v/hat it is he wants to verbalize to us at_ 
this time — that a .report should certainly be made the ■ verv 
fol.lowing day .to this committee in executive .session as to 



T.7P 



2 said’ and what v;as our proposal with regard to that; 



l>.x„ 



the 






[[ TTViTr p 1C ssssiLon S-nyLiti-n 

i but I see, again, no reason wp.yc tne 

I that wants to be said, just the fact that it hadt, occurred, 

I because I can s'ee right now in view or tne suctdencnu oy .r _ 

I Xirshaw yesterday that undoubtedly sihce he is going to be 
I present it this very interview o,l nr. 

! * -1 1 V. T-i -1 Vn -n cr p c't'rili sp cnti concGirning ^ on.c 

I when it is over he will be makrn^ a 



^ Wo -nnv wel"^ be even stating whau a. 
hat it occurred. He may wcu.^ 



t is tha 



occurred there. 



Now, I franhly intend to request that he not ir.ake any 
statement.' but,' of course, we have no control over vhav. 

The Chairman. In response to that, I am glad you 
raised that question, because I'was a little concerned aboutf 



to talk to 



to talk uO 

3 having read in the newspaper thau he 

! I our investigators; and I was wondering, you hnow, from whom 
5 i The information will be gotten, and you have cleared that u? 



by saying 



hir. Kirshaw himself gave it. 



I am just wondering - of course, we will have to say , 
something to this press who have been out tnere ail day long. 
Maybe since I have been refusing to give them anything of 
substance it well might be that ws ought to com.e out of here 
and give them something to hang onto . rather than something 
speculative;"that thisis one of the matters taken up in 
executive session which I am authorized to speak of," and ma:- 
reference to the fact that you will be down there on Tuesday 



■^s taken up in 



h e 



nd discuss it from 






r.'"' - 



But one thing /hat v;e night also request is that counse. 
respecting the fa.ct that there is a oongressional investigati’ 
here, might agree for you. to at least get back here and make c 
a report to a congressional committee before he holds his 
press conference. 

Now, whether you can contain him or not — 

Mr. Sprague. .Well , I am trying to. urge, him .to do that,u.... 
Mr. Chairman and. to try to, -f rankly impress upon him that -M; 

T~" 

he v7ill hurt the thrust of an investigation by doing that kin 
of thing. That .is the most that we can do. 

Mr. Lehner . Mr. Chairm.an , on this score, I suggest 

that you not state the date that we are. going to be there, 
and just state "next week"? Mr. K.i,rshav7 suggested Monday or 
Tuesday. I .haven't finalized the Tuesday until I- speak to 
you here. I spoke to Mr. Fauntroy yesterday pertaining to it"~' 



Secondly, I would just- as soon that the press not greet; 

I 

US as we are arriving in Tennessee; so I don*^t think there ish. 






[■: 



a necessity particularly to state vzhat day that we will be - 

t 

interviewing him. 

The Chairman. I though-, the article had .said Tuesday;. 
didn't it? . ■ ■? ,. 

^ If 

Mr. Soragus. I thought it did, too. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

I . - ■ »"i-- 

Mr. rhlgar. Early next week. 

Lehner. I migrr;. say also on the same subject. Rule 



r-i7 



Lehner 
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c:.“ 

;+• 



4.1 speaks of p-ursuant to H.Res. 222 , counsel on the staff na 
be designated to obtain statements from a witness who is plac 
under oath by an authority v^ho is authorized to administer 
oaths in accordance v;ith the applicable laws of the United pirr--. 
States c"' of any state. 

,Nov7, v?e have not' — Mr. Kirs'haw -and I have not definiti 

■ . tuci. . 

ly stated the format of the interviev;; but I v/ould hope that 

he V7ould consent to giving us a statement under oath; so, — 

therefore, I would ask that the committee designate Mr. Sprag 

and myself as authorized counsel to be able to take a state- 

ment under oath in this regard. ^ 

The Chairman. Okay. . The only thing I am thinking abou*-^'- 

at this point is that there was a query on the floor today by 

Mr. Rousselct in terms of whether we would be taking' action i 

terms of subpoena. I think his question was whether V7e wouldtitt, 

* . ■ 
subpoena any w’itnesses. 

r.; • 

I made the representation on the floor that we v’ould [ 

t-'- 

not.. Maybe I ought to get the exact language so that \-ie don'r.’ 
misrepresent as relates to a witness. 

You are merely asking for designation of counsel for 
the purpose of interviewing? 

Mr. Lehner. Under oath. ^ 

Mr. Sprague. The. likelihood, Mr. Chairma.n, is that we I'- 
will not be putting him. under oath in this interviev7 initiall 
bu~ I take it what Mr. Lehner is requesting is that in the 







event 



agrees to ao it under oath, that we already be 



authorized to put him under oath, if he is willing to. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Hr. Fauntroy . I see no problem. 

The Chairman. You need a motion, 
in the record? 

Mr. Lehner . . Yes . 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr.. Chairman, mah I move that we author-f’ 
ize Chief Counsel' Sprague and deputy Counsel Lehner to take 
testim.ony under oath, should Mr. Ray agree to that? 

The Chairman. All right; you have heard the joiotion. 

b"'. 

Ready for the duestidn? All 'those in favor say "aye." ;■ 

(Chorus of "ayes".) 

The Chairman, Those opposed? 

(No response.) 

\7r * 

The Chairman. The motion is carried, and so ordered, j— . 
Back to your question regarding Tuesday, you have' not ' 
yet finalized this; is that is? 'hh 

Mr. Sprague. That is correct.. I talked with Mr. Kirsha- 
about Monday and Tuesda^^. • It is true Hr. Kirshaw has stated ' 
in his press releases that he has spoken writh me. I didn't , 

1 recall that he mentioned the Tuesday date; and I still don't u._.. 
! recall it; but absent a' firm agreement between staff a.nd Mr. 

■ * * kJ'' . 

Kirshaw as to the Tuesday date, I just suggest that you nor 
mention the particular date. 



do you? You' need the 



o *■ ' 



Mr. Fit'nian. V/ell, Mr. Chairman, couldn't you say that ^ 
the comjaittee has author;lzed the interview, preliminary inter- 
vievj, or whatever we are going to call it, with dr. _Earle 
Ray next week, at a time to be finalized that is convenient, 

or something of this nature? . ■ 

Mr. Sprague. VJell, Mr. Chairman, I do not think that 

there ought to be language coming, from the cominittee sucitii^., 
that they have authorized the interview of a witness, which 0^ 
makes it look like no witness can be interviewed without . ! 

getting a vote from the committee. 

Mr. Fauntrov. V/e have dispatched counsel. 

Mr. Sprague. All right; fine, or "arrangements have 
been mads." I don’t know why you can’t say Monday or Tuesday 
frankly, because I frankly feel that Mr. Kirshaw has already 
said Tuesday. VJhatever day is finalized, he is going lO e.iJ 
yp saying it . 

The Chairman. The press ,i.s going to be tnere anyway. 

7V.' 

Hr. Sprague. Right. So -I think that if the Chaj.rman | 
is going to be given,, credibility by the press, this is an r-/ 
opportunity for them to feel they can rely on what ha does 
sav, whether it is going to be Monday or Tuesday. 

Well, if I knew it was, in fact, Tuesday now, I woula 
suggest you .say Tuesday. .If we don ’.t. know that, it seems to __ 

me v;e should say Monday or Tuesday. 

Hr. Edgar. I would suggest we move on. 
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Kr. Dodd. VJhy don't we move on then?. 

The Chairman . Okay . 

Mr. Lehner . Just briefly, I could get the committee up t- 
to date on a couple of things that have transpired. 

Recently a subpoena v/as issued for Capt . LeGrande of 
the Birmingh.ain Police Department. We received his materials 
without having to execute the subpoena. His materials dealt 
with what he considered a suspect in the killing . of Dr. King 
as being Mr. Stoner, one of Mr. Ray's previous attorneys. 

We have that material and it appears to be his specu- 
lation. It does not appear to have any first-hand inf ormatiorw, 

• ^ b-.' 

or to supply us with v/itnesses, his speculation being that Mr-^‘ 
Stoner v;as engaged in rightv/ing activities and that Dr.' King 
v7ould be a normal target of that: that further Mr. Ray had 
been in Birmingham and it V7as a logical connection 5 but he “ 7 “ 
Stated that if Mr. LeGrand — Capt. LeGrande . states that if 
he has further information, he will forward it to us . ' k-- 

f' 

Mow, it turns out that at the time of the return of the'-- 
subpoenas in open session that subpoena was mentioned as one 
that had been designated or had been authorized, rather, bv ^ 
tne committee, and the media contacted Capt. LeGrande and he 7 
nov7 is apprised of the fact that we had a subpoena for his f-- 



I records, and now he wishes us to forward that subnoena to him. 



2 ^ |j V7hich we will do. But he had given us this material freelv, 

tl - ^ ^ 

i an 



d ne was, in fact, the one who initiated the 



contact with u; 



jrs>=w'> 




fh 



to give us this inate.'’ial„ 

We have conducted various interviews in henphis and in 
Birmingham between Thursday and Saturday of this ‘past v;eek. , n„-- 
These interviev7S are being transcribed and we v;il,l have the 

SE3T 

details of it for further report ■ and the significance .of 
these- interviews. 

Just one of the matters that was taken up at my previou_... 

briefing in executive session pertained to Mrs. Matthev/s , h’-" 

r 

the lady that threatened Officer Redit at the airport on the 
3rd of April. Her account is that she did state to Officer ■ 
redit .j "I am going to shoot you" but she said she did it in 
a joking manner; it had to do v;ith a private m-atter between 
Officer Redit and herself and is not related to Redit 's 
surveillance of Dr. King' and his party. ; 

So, rather than going into the details of this at 



this stage, I think after these reports have been transcribec 



et: 



and collated, then I could further detail the committee on ir- 

i- 

these interviews. 



t: 



The Chairman. 0.kay . Thank you. r 

Proceed, Hr. Tanenbaum. 

Mr. Tanenbaum.. Yes. Just briefly, we have located a 

t ’ 

witness v/hose"; identity was unknov;n for the last 13 years. 

She- is a female who was taking photographs on irhe south side;.' 
of Elm Street , which would be facing what is knov;n as the 
Grassy Knoll" and part c’-‘ the pfook Deoositorv Building V7here . 
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allegedly Oswald was and .fired the shots. 






A 



ofie nas inoxcated i.o iis that. aDproxxjaately two '/eeks 
P" lo ehe as 5 as s ination j v/hile she was workxng' in another 
club, not Jack Ruby's club but another club, she went to Jackp 
Ruby's Club and there she v?as introduced by’ Ruby to one "Lee 
Karvey Oswald" of the CIA" using Ruby's words. She didn’t 
know v^hat the letters "CIA" raeant , and the next she saw Oswalc 

’ ■ u - 

V7as when he was arrested on television^ 

She has indicated that there were other peoole present, 
one of whom spoke about this event shortly after the invest!- 
gauj.on, a.hter Osx^/ald became a v/ell- known , notorious figure* 
ihis V7onian suddenly disappeared* Accordingly, our 
vv^i_ness. CLecrded it would be xn her best interests not to 
I say anything. She, in a very real sense, has found religion; 
she is married to an -evangelist now and she is willing to come 
forward. She also will state, as she has stated to our neonle i 



2<J 



;1 I 



wno v/ere out xn Dallas, that approximately two' days after the 






F;’ 

^ r. 



assassxnation two men came to her; one identified ' himself a:; r\ 
a i'BI person; the other as a CIA person, and asked for her 

f "> 

fili-L. She gave uhese tvjo men her rilm, and' she has never ,V- 

seen that film since. 

Her film, of course, Could be crucic^ , in that she v;as F 
taking photographs of the President's’ car at the time the 
shots v:gre fired, and it would show possibly, if indeed the 
fxlm were developed, portions of the Grassy Knoll and possibly 




XU ^ ■- 



r — " 



some of the depositox-y . So that is an area that v/e really 
have to get involved in cxnd further investigate. 

We have also been able to develop some information 
from a woman who is the head nurse at Parkland Hospital 
who v:as nresent when Governor Cohnally was being operated on, 
and had indicated that approximately four to five pieces of 
fragments vrere removed from the governor's body. If indeed m; 
that is the case, and v;e are able'to track down those frag- 

r- 

ments , we would, of course, have to conduct scientific 
analysis on them, possibly' jieutronic,jS,£^j^^ and othe: 

to determine whether or not, first, the fragments^ cams from T' 
the same bullet; secondly, and most importantly, vjhether o 



nc 



these fragments weigh more than that one b-ullet that 



allegedly went through the President.' s body from his back, 

according to the Warren Commission, and then went through and^_ 

^ I 

wounded the governor in five different places, that is, from 

the right rear shoulder, entry out the r ight armpit into the ‘i-^' 

left side, right side of his body, and out the right breast fy. 

and lodging .according to the Warren Commission's finding, iu 

his left thigh, ' . = 

f ‘ ■ 

So that bullet, as I am sure you know, as v;as indicated^ 

previously, in what as been referred to as in a "pristine 1.- 

i. 

condition", that is, it is virtually unscathed. If the four •■■•y 

e\^ ■ 

or five fragments in fact vieve taken out and if v;e can show 
if v;e can locate them -- that they V7eigh more than that 



more than that 



srs 14 



j; portion t;iat is .missing ^rom that bullet 5 then the very come 

2 

stone and basis or the e.nrire Warren Commission Report i.s no 

^ longer valid. ' . 

i 

So -these tv;o areas are very significant. \-le have just. ^ 
core up i-th thera from people whom have in Dallas . They ha . 
just returned last night, 

We have also had a gentleman come to us whom I have 
! ; ‘ ■ ' 5^'d 

been in contact, with, a member of the media from Holland. f“ 

J ■ ■ . • 

Kis name is Wilhelm Altman. He will be assigned to 

j covcr t-iiG us s us s inn L ion by The hotbcrluncs jri'^diu eind h'^ 

\ i ^ 

I befriended a lellow who looms in the shadows of this whole U, 

I . . . ^ 

j xnves tigation . Has name as George De no'nrenschild 

j . . 

I Mr. Fauntroy. George? 

i 

I Mr. Tanenbaum, De Mohrenschild , D-e M-o-h-r-e-n-s-c- - 

I ^-a-l-d. This fellow recently contacted Altman and they have^'--^' 

. . A-. 

;.-een an communacataon lor years, approximately 11 years. f - 

iiien there is correspondence between the t-;- 7 o gentlemen 

. '1 ■■ //■■■ 

to support this . 

In any event, Mr. DeMohrenschild v;as visited hyr: 

Mr. Altman several weeks ago and he went with Mr. Altman to ' ' 

i • . ■ 

The h^etheriands . The purpose of his tria was to divulge i 
|| tne f_:,rGt tim.e his knowledge of -the a.ssassination of the 



Presadent , and he indicated ' that he ■ppcpr^nc7i'ni 



and t.'cit there v/ere others involved w'ho v:e 
anvolved an the actual sb.ooting of the President. 




This fellow. Hr. De Hohrenschild , in The Netherlands, 
was negotiating, for book rights as v/ell as TV presentation, 
and I imagine any other way he could possibly cash in on this^'y-- 

. VST'- 

hind of sensational information. 

\Tnat is significant, of course, other than the fact tha 
there is a confession here, is that George De Hohrenschild 
is one person,, as I have said -- I really have to' underscore ff. 
this — who is involved with Lee Harvey Oswald as a part of 
history i that is, he befriended Osv/ald and had his daughter 
cafe' ;f or; Oswald ’ s wife and child whale Oswald v;as laving at 

* h; . 

a YMCA in Texas; so he is a person that is not a. John Doe, wh'-’- 
is coming forward, giving a confession to someone in the medi 
lie is someone who has been looked at by researchers 
for the last 13 years, and people have pointed a finger at — 
him all the time. '''■ 

Unfortunately for us, at tnis stage he presently -as mis., 
sing. He left The Netherlands during the negotiations and ha'l'_ 
not been heard of since. I just wanted you to know that, I'.’*' 

because the media in Europe is carrying the story that has 

been given out by Mr. Altman. _ ■ 

V/e have indicated to him that his information indeed 
xvas . new, sensitive and unique and required further investi- 
gat ion,, vjhich, in ^f act, it does. 

Lastly, let me ccmiient just on Mr . . Traf f icant e and 
others of his ilk. The other areas that are associated with 



as 



f ir 



firt' 



Mr. Tr 



rafficante, as fir as the organized criine aspect Ox this 



3 by the naice of C-arlos Marcello who is the alleged -leader in 
1 that city. There is one significant tie as far as that is p:, 
0 concerned, and that is that there was a person taken into 

6 ! ci.'stcdy into custody in the DalTex Building, which' is light 

7 next to the Texas -Schoolbook Depository -- and, parenthetically^ 

3 j let me note, as to that building, that a shot fired from that 

9 I building is consistent with the bullet impact mark that was 

10 I found on the sidewalk on Elm Street. 

:i i There was a fellow taken into custody in that building 

i , # ■ 

2 ^ j by the name of Jim Brady, v/hPsd -.real name is Eugene hale irddp ■ 



Me nas a 



crimi.nal record. He v;as taken into custody in tha' 



building immediately after the assassination. He was wandenn; 



p '.'’nunrl 



ounu u 



n the second and third floors , and. he indicated he wa> ■■ 



:rving t 



to call his wife and tell her about the assassination. 



|| He vjas taken into custody and let go. ^ 

Braden worked for. Marcello in a building in Orl r^ans--- 

I 

I in Suite Ho. I7 06,aasll-recall; .and ifl^Suite No. 1701, and 

whether or not 1706 — 1706 where David was or 17 01 — David 

t ■ _ ^ . ■ ■ , ' , 

j Ferry v:as Xvorking out of — they are adjacent to sen other. 

I , _ t. 

' I mention this because of the tie-j.ns that have been 

i m-ade between Ferry and Shaw and Oswald. ^ 

j ■ ' • . . 

> We are in the process of getting the trial transcript 



■portions of the trial transcript because of economies. V;e 




1 




would like to, and hopefully v/ill, get the entire transcript 
of the Shaw trial. 

There are individuals in an area in Clinton, Louisiana, 



I these people all’, together with anti-Castro. Cuban group* 



Mo”, there is a 



whole area here, obviously, and witness 



7 who have to be called, namely, Marcello and Mr. Braden and 

8 others, concerning this investigation. , 



So that is really where we are right now. V/e have just 



10 I besun . 



vastly as far as the autopsy is concerned, we have 



12 I information that a person who .is now a doctor, ivlfo was a ^ 

, r 

13'. resident at the time in Parkland Hospital, noticed wounds on , 

1*i' 1 the governor's body that appeared to be somewhat inconsistent 

15 I wuith the of.ficial reporting of v;hat happened. We have not 

: ’ i . ■ i 

13 f heard from him, but his friend has come forward and told us 

i ^ ' 

17 i about this: and we have this person's name and telephone ' 

t . ' 

13 number. h 

19 He, also, according to his friend, who is a lav.-yer, 

20 ir.dicates-kthat is, this resident — that he v?as barred from 

21 seeing the President's body by certain security people, whidh 



22 by his experience he deemed to be- quite unusual, I am sure. 

I 

23 I There is just one other question.. On his observation 



25 j entry 'wcunds on the governor’s body; -there' was an entry wounc 




1 • on the governor's body, and this, again, is someone we ha'. 

2 to dispatch people to speak with, so that we could really 

3 run this down properly. 



4 I also just v/ant to correct the record. For purooses ofjt^ 

5 the record, we spoke with Mr. McBee whom I mentioned at our 

^5 last bri ;fing. He, I an glad to report to you all,' does not 
'7 ' have cancer.,, which I -mentioned. That was a. piece of. misinfor 

8 nation v;e had. So, fortunately for him, he is not suffering ij':' 

■ , ' fc -LV 

9 from any terminal disease; hov;ever, I report to you that our r~ 
10 people v7ho spoke v/ith Mr. McBee indicated that he is 



!2 j We are still pursuing that. V/e will be pursuing the oth'i 

if people v/ho were at the meeting betw’een this v7onan. Jack Ruby 

' I ■ 

\ ! 

[4 I and Lee Harvey Oswald. 
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. I->r , Fauntroy.' r’r. C.aairman? 

Mr. Prayer. Mr. .Faun troy? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I just have two questions. With respect 

F^- 

to the whereabouts\ of Mr ., DeMohren Schildt, you say? ' jf- 

r==:i 

Mr. TanenbauH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. F^amt:oy. Given our projected staff capability, do 
v.-e have any capacity to try to; find him? 

' ' , - . HY. ; 

Mr. Tanenbaura. ■ Presently? ;>'" 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes, given the 115 figure. ' 

Hr. Tanenbaum. The ansv/er to. your question is simply 
yes. I think, given that figure, it v/ill be very difficult; 

I think v/e have a chance of finding him. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Second, Mr. Chairman, v;ith respect to 
noth this report and the King rsport, can you give us an idea 
O- v/hat a work program in both cases over the next two months 
might consist of, in terms of specific investigative activity:--^ 
Mr. Tanenbaum. I think, as xMr. Sprague has indicated, .7 

h ' 

v/hat we have to do now — 7 - 

t;-* 

Mr. Fauntroy. Have you gone over this for the record? ' 
Mr. Sprague. I think only to restate my basic premise, 
v/e have got to start from the beginning, find out v/hat occur- ■ 

fc— . — — 

rec., v/hat led up to that, and v/hat occurr _;d since. 

Mr. Tanenbaum. I can 'just give' you the specifics, very 
briefly. ’ ' ■ 



Mr. Fauntrov. Okav. 
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Mr. Tanenbaum. A.nd that V70uld be really to identify al l 
the people v;ho v/ere- pres ent at Dealy Plaza, all those indi- 
^idrals ivno wexQ in the motorcade, those people who v;e can c-.- 
aeeiiL as specauors, all official personnel, then deteririins the 

tn: 

present v/hereabouts , any and all previous statements made 
by all of these people, as well as those in officialdom and 

those v/ho v/ent into the book depository, and move 'chronologi- l 

cally. . . ' 

tnen in conjuncuion with that have to go over all of 
documents that are available to us , both in a declassified 

manner and classified, that are presently in the possession 

* /■-- 

Ox. i.he oecj-co Service, FBI and the Central Intelligence Agency, 
and I would add the Department of State and all intelligence ■ 
agencxes as v/ell as the State of Texas , any law enforcement 

agencxes who conducted any investigation v/ith regard to this ^ 
c6.se. ■ i-' 




Od 



That -would be v/hat we v/ould be doing, and I dare sav 
■that might be taking longer than tw'O months. 

Mr. Fauntroy. In the meantime, w'ould you have oeonle 
worKxng on the Brady and Marcello and other matters? 

- Tc.nenbcium, Yes, absolutely. In that regard, 

Mr. Fauntroy, I keep neglecting to mention but it is so 
seli evident that v/hat v/e have to be involved ’ with are the 
very neginnxngs of the investigation. 

Or course it is what nappe.ned in Dallas, and then the 
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autopsy, all of. the widence and all of the' chain of custody 
and all, of the people v/ho v;ere present in Parkland Hospital, 
from nurses, doctors, media people, security p.eople, the 
transport teams that took the President to Air Force One, 
and then the trail' of the President to Bethesda and ultimatel 
to the mortuary. Everybody v/ho v/as present at that autopsy, 
long and detailed discussions with Coiamander Humes, v/ho t- - 

/r/., 

actually performed the autopsy. ' 9., 

As you knov/, for some reason he destroyed his original 
notes, and the questions of v;hy v/ere never put to him by the 
Commission. That, of course, is all 'part and parcel of v/hat 
v/e' are talking about v/hen you asked about the first tv/o month'"- 
Mr. Fauntroy. Sure. 

Mr. ia.nenbc:um. So T think that really that goes beyond 
the twoOmonth period. ' ‘~- 

*■’ Mr. Sprague. Mr. Fauntroy, I would respond on that. I ' '' 



think it IS important that it be understood that when I keep 
talking about investigating frora the beginning, I also think ff: 
though that in this investigation v/e. must at the same time, ar* 
v/e are coing that basic methodical approach, however, be able' 
to nandle nev/ things that come -to our attention. 

Now, I don’t think, for example,, on this Mr. De Mohrensc' 
thing that we just sit back and be methodically proceeding an' 
j,us:_ set som^euhing like that aside for six m.onths, saying v/e, 

|| v/ill get to it. Part of tiae needs .that exist when v/e talk abo- 



i 




staff xs not only th>..; ability to be doing the basic work, but 
we have to, on new leads coning in, be able to have units of ■ 
manpower to be able to also work on the new leads . 

?■ 

I don't think we can just put them aside. 

Mr. Leaner. I think in just a minute I could ansv/er you 
question, as far as the King part. We have the rifle and 

obviously, now in our custody. I have been in touch ~ 

, ' ■ 
V71 uh. 3.n ©xp 0 irt who I* knov7 to b© an ©xcGllGnt ballistics ©xpGX^’’*''' 

a 1‘ijr . Alfnsd. Johnson^ v/ho is nov7 v/itn the Alchohol^ Tobacco 

and Firearms Division of the Treasury. He has consented to t 

fire the gun, to compare the ballistrcs evidence ^hat we have*^‘“ 

including the tesu firings that v/e do have in our possession,'*^ 



and to report to us. 

j- have been in touch with his superior, and that has bee: 
cleared for him to do that v7ork. I intend to ask Mr. Kirshaw^' 
if he will supply us with the name of an expert that he v/ishep_ 
to do that same examination. We will research that person. .fe.; 
Ir he is a true expert, we v;ould be very happy to have him '{h. 



present duri 
expert that 
In our 
Saturday we 
Office file, 
the Canadian 



.ng the test firings as well as maybe a third * ■ 

w^e are nov; looking to. . 

recent trip to Memphis this past Thursday through:'", 
xero.xed some of the Memphis District Attorney’s 1:1 
and we are v/urking on 'Chat, the specific areas 
area, the use Oj. aliases, the Birmigham questionp~»^- 



of safety deposit box and the question 



or 



renev/ing his lost 
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driver's license and specific areas. 

But we intend, once v;e get reconstituted and, have some 

err:- 

fiiiiCis L-O <3.0 i u ;■ to XG3TOX tlisx^r sntiirs fiXo cHid. ones \vs d.o 

X. 

we \vill be able to cross-index their file, compare it with 
v;hat v;e Lave from the FBI in their file and other files that 
relate to Dr. King, and then be prepared to send teams to tiie 



Various areas Canada, Nev/ Orleans, California, 'Memphis, 

B i,j_rriingham then the Portiguese and London situations as well 

These different teams will have specific areas v?ithin 
i_iio.»e locci cions, report back to us, and ws v/ill try to 



f-' 
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17 
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24 
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j coordinate that from here in Washington. 

I : ' 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

TU',- Cnairman. ,The Chair wants to call the attention of 
tne committee to the fact that earlier today when I made reauc-. 
ori the floor for authority for the committee to sit during thdt 
!| rive rainute rule, that Mr. Rousselot of California reserved 

t 

the right, to object and asked if the meeting of the committee M 

{■ . 

was ror the purpose of hearing witnesses. I responded that it- 
was for the purpose of executive hearing, to be briefed on 
mciu.t.ers relating to the investiga.ticns ; because it v/as my unde . 

t, ' _ 

standing tliat as did not hat-a .any soeclfi. raquests coming 1 
before the committee relative to witnesses. 

So then he had a second ■ question ' in v;hich he said, "But *' 
it is primarily to hear v/itnessss. The gentleman is not plan- 
ning uo ta.<e any definite '.e action of which he should be av;are 




6 i He is lisLening to certain witnesses?" And the response of th 
2 Chair v;as that there will be no specific action taken v;ith 



3 I reference to witne 



esses . 



^ hr. Housselot then sard, "Thank the gentleman ^ and I witlP 

5 drav; my x ^servation of objection. ” After I had returned, T 

6 spoke with Mr. Sprague and told him of : that colloquy and he 

7 said no that no action v7ould bo takon. xrolativo tO' witnossos. 7 % 

8 So. Mr. Leaner ' s request before the 'coimriittee comes as a i — 

9 surprise. I called Mr. Rousselot to apprise him of the fact 
10 that we had this, request before us. He appreciated the fact 

f>. ■ 

I I they called nimi and suggested a v;ay v;e might amenc? the colloqut-^ 

under the authority to revice and extend, but then said he wou"" 

Ig prefer, really, that we postpone any action until after the vo 
14 ^ at which time there is no question about our being able to tak 
that .action. . ■ ' 

■if 

16 j So in lignt or that, rather than being in- a posi.tion of 

17 j misrepresenting to another member of the House, I v;ould reques^ 

*' ■ 
^ L ' 

IS the commitree unanimous consent for us to defer the reauest. 

19 I .made by 2^r. Lehner until after the vote on the HASA bill, at . • 

i ■ ■ ‘ ■ 

20 I which time it can legally be done. ' ' 

21 fciuntroy. Without objection, Mr. Chairman. 

The, Cnai,i.man. So we have that unanimous consent. 

^3 . - Bauntroy. When is that vote, incidentally? ' 

2'’ ^nairman. He said it should be coming momentarilv. ■ 

25 Blr . D-odd. The final passage? 



Mr. 




The Chairman. 



He thought it would. 




ih: . Fithian. Mr. Cliairman? 



The Chairman- 
ten minutes ' of the 
so if that V/ill in 



Mr. Fithian. At any time I am ready to u£ 
coxrumittee ' s time in an abbreviated recess, 
any way convenience the process I will do 



that. 



^ ^ ^ You are not suggestiong that we recess, ax. 

you? ' ■ 

Mr. Dodd. For ten minutes? f 

■Mr- Fithian. Well, v;hat I v/ant to say, I don't v/ant any ‘ 
repox'ting of, so hov/ever you handle that. 

r r- 

Mr. Dodd. Go off the record. ^..7 

The Chairman. Okay. Nov;, before we proceed then, Dick, 
v;hat else do you have for us? The matter relating to yester- 
day's hearing, right? 



Mr 

c 

meeting 



Sprague. Ihe only other thing x guess is they had a 

, , ET^" 

V7ith the attorney v;ho v;as here yesterday or this morn— - 



ing? 



The Chairman. Should v;e? • • v- 

Mr. Sprague. This is off..: ;• 

The Chairm.an. Mr. Fithian, do you v;ant to ,go ahead with !. 
v;hatever Mr, Sprague has? M 

Ir-' 

Mr. Sprague. There is one other thing I guess I should h~. 
bring to the committee's attention, Mr, Chairman. I would lik*’" 
permission from the committee for our staff to analyze, if v;e 




C3.n f 






] can, over this week-end, the answer to the one question that 

2 v;as asked of Mr. Trafficante when I asked him did he have 

3 any immunity from any agency of the Government v;ith regard to 

4 his participation in any assassination or attempt against : 

i 

5 v;orld leaders. As to. that, he took the Fifth Amendment. i 

i I Now there is a question in my mind as to v/hether or not 



the answer to that question can possibly 



{ tend to inciminate 



him, and it may V7ell. be that that one answer — I am not talkii 



^ about others perhaps is in the vein of one that cannot. — 
think if you v/ould like to research that, reporting back to ' 

. , I the: comuiittee early next week if v/e have any basis for showinc 
... that that answer could not possibly tend to incrimi.nate him, l"-.' 

; j it might be that the committee might on that one want to be 
1 ^ posit:ion of recoraruending to the House appropriate contain] 



I accion. 



j-he Chairiuafi. Jt doesn*t seem you need any authority 



Ig • Sprague^ NO;. I just v/anted to mention ..it . 

I ihe Chairman. That is something the staff could pursue * " 

, which you may present at a later time. ' 

^ U ' ■■K-. 

f 

Fauntroy. Off the record. . ’ c ' 

I 

Chairman. We have got until the five-m.inute bell 

j * 

Ir yo‘^ want to proceed? J' ' 



Kt . Dodd. Why don't v/e. do Floyd's thi 



xng and then since 



i the onl V thi 



ng v;e need is Mr. Sprague's thing i 



s ror us -- 
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maybe v;e can go over to the Capitol and finish down there. 



i'ir . r a 



-untroy.. Off the record. 

ihe Chairman. I thought we could get tha-t opt of the w*a 
and then go' to Floyd’s thing. hi' 

(Thereupon, at 1:40 p.m., the reporter was excused from 
the room and there was discussion off. the record.) 
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The Chairman. ihe lirst order of business, Mr. Sprague., 
V70uld you please renev/ the request previously made by Mr. 
Lehna? • ' ■ ' !■ 

Mr. Sprague. Yes, Mr. Chairman. , 

c 

At this time I would request that the Committee designate 

Mr. Lehna and myself to be authorized to put Mr. Ray under 

oath in this interview that we are going to have with him in i,. 

prison on this coming Tuesday, in the event he agrees to be h 

» 

put xinder oath. Frankly, our thought it just to interviev;’ 
him, and as I said, I consider that preliminary to many 
interview's, but if we could get him under oath, I would like h 
to be in a posture to do so. i 

pr 

The Chairman. Okay. Ifey I have a motion? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I would like to m.ove that 

the Committee authorize or designate Mr. Sprague and Mr. Lehna 

to put Mr. Ray under oath during the co’orse of the f orthcci..inc,_ 

meeting should Mr. Rny agree to that. ^ 

t' 

The Chairman- You have heard the motion. 1; 

t-.. 

Is there any question? 

Those in favor of the m.otion say aye. 

(A chorus of ayes.) 

The Chciirman. Those opposed? 

(No response.) 

The Chairman. The motion is carried, and so ordered. 

Mr. Sprague. I guess the next thing perhaps is formally 
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on the record, as we did not have a stenographer here before, 
but v;ith regard to the refutation that I have presented 
yesterday, I think that the record should at least indicate 
that I believe that covered each of the points that had been 
raised. So I think that should just be part of the notes, an6n=- 
I think I r. Fithian had requested that all. of that dealing wit 
my response all be put together in just one seguient., ' . 

The Chairman. Without objection,- that will be done at 
this point. ^ ^ 

At this point we will excuse the reporter. 

(Whereupon; the Reporter left the hearing room, and there 
was dxscussion off the record.) 

The Chairm.an. At this point there is nothing further 
before the Committee, and I v/ould entertain a irntion that we 
adjourn subject to the call of the Chair. ' 

Hr. Edgar. I so move. 

The Chairraan. Okay, it has been properly moved .that the ^ 
Committee adjourn sxibject to the call of the Chair. [w 

fcltv - 

Ready for the question? 

All those in favor say aye. 

(A chorus of ayes.) 

The Chairman. Those opposed? 

(No response.) 

The- Chairman. The motion is carried. 
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